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The Collect 
Almighty God,  

whose most dear Son went not up to joy  

but first he suffered pain,  

and entered not into glory before he was crucified:  

mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross,  

may find it none other than the way of life and peace;  

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  

who is alive and reigns with you,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Gospel 
John 2.13-22 - Mandy 

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to 

Jerusalem. In the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, 

and doves, and the money-changers seated at their tables. 

Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, 

both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of 

the money-changers and overturned their tables. He told those 

who were selling the doves, ‘Take these things out of here! Stop 

making my Father’s house a market-place!’ His disciples 

remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for your house will consume 

me.’ The Jews then said to him, ‘What sign can you show us for 

doing this?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in 

three days I will raise it up.’ They then said, ‘This temple has been 

under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in 

three days?’ But he was speaking of the temple of his body. After 

he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he 

had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that 

Jesus had spoken. 

 

 

Reflection 
By Revd Cynthia 

If you have ever watched the old detective series called 

‘Columbo’, you will know that he is a small, insignificant man, who 

arrives at crime scenes in his old car, tatty rain coat and the 

intimation that he’s not very clever.  People let their defences 

down and see him as no threat.  Like a trusted friend he becomes 

part of the suspect’s life.  In the end he always gets the murderer.  

His life’s work is to fight evil.  By worldly standards he appears 

weak and that is his strength. 

And this is the message that Jesus brings to us, of not 

overcoming by power and control but of overcoming in 

weakness.  And yet today’s gospel seems to turn that on its head.  

It’s mid-April, the time of the Passover, when they celebrate God’s 

deliverance of them from slavery and the start of the journey to 

the Promised Land.  Every Jew over the age of 19, including Jesus, 

would have to pay the Temple Tax, so that the services and 

sacrifices could continue.  This costs about two days pay in only 

Jewish or Temple shekels.  Pilgrims from all over the world have 

to go to the Temple moneychangers.  What infuriates Jesus is that 

the moneychangers are making another whole day’s pay or 50% 

profit on the deal.  Outside, the temple doves cost a day’s wage, 

inside they are 20 times more.  In the name of religion people are 

being cheated, it’s like a robber’s den.  When he sees this evil in 

the name of God Jesus is rightfully angry.  Evil so often triumphs 

because good people are afraid to speak out. 

We, as Christians, are the body of Christ, and Jesus uses the 

Temple as a metaphor for ‘His body.’  There is so much 

happening right now that is contributing to the tearing down of 

the body of Christ, throughout the world, in the many Christian 

areas where war and schism and persecution are happening, and 

at home.  The constant culling of priestly numbers, too much time 

spent on buildings and not the building up of the body, apathy 

and tiredness, and lack of people speaking out publicly when 

needed, and so much more.  

Jesus is outspoken, courageous, prophetic, unafraid to challenge 

authority and concerned to get to the heart of what really 

matters.  He serves the poor, the badly treated, those with no 

voice.  His message is of peace but to be courageous in fighting 

for it, not with wars but with actions.  If he were to walk into our 

church communities would there be things he would tear down, 

cast out and condemn? 

Columbo, too, in his humble way, was determined to get to the 

heart of evil.  We must never be afraid to speak out if we think 

something is wrong or that God is no longer central in our 

thinking and actions.  Sitting at home through the pandemic it’s 

easy to forget that we are still a Christian community and that our 

prayer, whether together or apart, is a thing of great power and is 

needed at this time more than ever.  There are still sins and 

divisions and pain for Christians worldwide that need to be 

named.  For God can turn destruction into creativity, He can bring 

unity from fractured lives and relationships.  He can bring life 

from death.  His Son had to act when robbery was taking place in 

the name of sacrifices for God, he had to show it wasn’t right.  He, 

then, became the sacrifice for us, and so we, too, in taking up his 

cross and following, must sacrifice our lives for him. 

 

 



Prayers  
In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, let us pray to 

the Father. 

God of Creation, we pray for our world. Help us to restore health 

to our planet - to your people and the environment. We pray for 

places of greatest need in the world. Guide and sustain the 

vaccination process worldwide that all may share in its benefits. 

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer 

We pray for guidance as we respond to the easing of restrictions 

and look towards the recovery phase of the pandemic. Help us to 

make sense of the experience and join your vision for the world. 

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer 

God of Justice, we pray for people in authority. Bring stability to 

governments around the world, and righteous rule in all 

leadership. May we know peace in our time. 

We pray for Elizabeth, our Queen, and the Royal Family. 

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer 

God of Mission, we pray for our church. Guide and inspire bishops 

Nicholas, Karen and Andrew as they steward your church into the 

future. We pray for those who worship the idols of our time, that 

they may discover new hope through online worship, church 

services and acts of Christian believers. 

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer 

We pray for members of the Clarendon Team and their ministry. 

Nourish and sustain them by the power of your Holy Spirit. 

Lighten their burdens and bless their families. Fortify and guide 

your clergy, lay ministers and volunteers throughout the diocese. 

Encourage the priest who will hear your call to joint the Alderbury 

team. 

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer 

God of love, we pray for ourselves. Give us hope in our moments 

of discouragement. Bless and protect us, and those we love. 

During this time of Lent, help us to turn from sin and draw closer 

to you through prayer and meditation on your Holy Word. 

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer 

God of healing and comfort, grant wholeness and healing to the 

sick and suffering in our community, that this time of uncertainty 

will soon pass. 

We pray for those who have recently died, and for those who 

mourn them. We pray for those who wait with the dying. 

Hear us as we remember those whose anniversary of death falls at 

this time: 

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers, for the sake of your 

Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen 

Our prayer for the Alderbury Team Vicar appointment: 

Lord God, as restrictions are lifted, we look for new beginnings. 

Give your wisdom to those involved in the appointment process, 

and true discernment to those who consider whether to apply. 

We know that by trusting in you the right person will be 

appointed; a person that will help us shine the light of your 

Gospel into our villages. through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

Our Father, which art in heaven,  

Hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy Kingdom come.  

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

As we forgive those that trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

But deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

The power, and the glory,  

For ever and ever. Amen. 

Blessing 
 

Christ give you grace to grow in holiness,  

to deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow him; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always.  

Amen. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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