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Welcome 
By Revd David 

The Collect 
Almighty Father, 

whose Son was revealed in majesty 

before he suffered death upon the cross: 

give us grace to perceive his glory, 

that we may be strengthened to suffer with him 

and be changed into his likeness, from glory to glory; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

Reading 
 

Mark 9.2-9 – ready by Mike Marx  

Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a 

high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured 

before them, and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no 

one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to them 

Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to 

Jesus, ‘Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three 

dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.’ He did 

not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud 

overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, ‘This 

is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!’ Suddenly when they looked 

around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. 

As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell 

no one about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had 

risen from the dead.  

Reflection 
By Debbie McIsaac 

Our reading today from the Gospel of Mark, chapter 9 is one of 

the best known passages in the Bible yet it remains mysterious 

and odd.  Lots of characters and details create a vivid picture. It is 

the account of the Transfiguration of Jesus.  The story tells of a 

great moment of Revelation of God’s Power and Presence, a 

moment of great Radiance.  

Otherworldly and wonderful yet understood because of our own 

experience. We have all seen a radiant bride, the shining face of a 

delighted young child, the sheer joy and clear light of the face of 

an older person reunited with someone whom they love after 

long separation.  In our day to day lives, and yes even in our third 

and seemingly endless lockdown, there are moments of 

revelation to ponder, store up and share.  Moments when out 

sight becomes sharper, clearer – moments of dazzling inner 

clarity. Perhaps you sometimes murmur to yourself, “God’s hand 

is on that” or “I heard something of great beauty which brought 

me to tears.” There are moments when we don’t have the words 

but we just know that fleeting sense of the presence of Jesus.  

Sometimes, like Peter we do have words and blurt out a string of 

words out of fear or because we are simply overwhelmed.  

Six days earlier, Jesus was travelling with his disciples in the area 

of Caesarea Philippi.  Jesus is asking the questions. ‘Who do the 

people say I am?’ he asks, and they answer, ‘John the Baptist, or 

Elijah or one of the prophets.’ And then he asks, ‘Who do YOU say 

I am?’ Jesus asks. and Peter bursts out, ‘ You are the Messiah!’ 

“Tell no one” he says. 

On the Seventh Day, Jesus and his disciples have turned towards 

Jerusalem.  We know Jesus will walk the way of pain, rejection, 

betrayal, trial and crucifixion. He takes Peter, James and John up 

the mountain by themselves.  Sounds like a day off and a day out. 

But that’s not the purpose:  Now, mountains are special places in 

the stories of the bible.  Big things happen on mountains.  The 

mountain top is the place for encounters with God and great 

moments of revelation.  We as readers might expect that, but I 

really don’t think the disciples did. They like us only had a 

provisional and partial understanding. We can look back and see 

the meaning, they were in the meaning. 

What do they SEE?  Jesus glowing and his clothing glistening.  

Pure.  Glory. Standing with him the greatest prophets and leaders 

Elisaha and Moses just out of view and you sense their successors 

and the whole company of heaven and earth.  Elisaha, who clung 

to Eijah like a limpet in Elijah’s last days, and Joshua for whom the 

sun stood still. 

What do they HEAR.   The Cloud, which establishes God’s 

presence overshadows them in this pivotal Moment of Revelation.  

For Elijah, God was not in the fierce wind or the earthquake but in 

the still small voice in the silence.  And Moses was the one to 

whom God spoke softly as a friend,  mouth to mouth a the one 

friend speaks to another.  The disciples hear the voice of God.  

Jesus hears the voice of God the Father. We hear the voice of God 

say ‘This is my Son, my Beloved, Listen to him!’ 

As we approach Lent, as we follow Jesus as he goes the way of 

the Cross, let’s take the time to listen for his voice, look for signs 

of his presence, to take in and to savour the Moments of 

Revelation when we see and experience the Risen Christ, our Lord 

and our God. Amen. 

Prayers  
By Revd Simon 

Let us pray to God 

whose splendour is revealed to us by his Son 

and through the church, to all world. 

May your wonderful light transfigure the church whether 

gathered or dispersed on-line. Keep us faithful in this generation 

to keep the church strong to the faith handed down to us and 

revealed in your son. We pray for our Bishops and all senior 

clergy in our diocese, especially in the days ahead. Guide them by 

your Spirit and lead your church. 

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer 

Let your Good News shine into our lives this day. May we not 

want to contain it by building shelters, but let it warm us and 

liberate us to new visions of your glory. Help us reflect your light 

into the dark places, that through us all may come to know your 

Gospel of truth. 

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 



We pray for our world and those in positions of responsibility. 

Guide them, give them compassion that all may seek the 

common good. We pray for our parish councils, our District 

council, our Local MP, and all in government – give them wisdom 

and clarity of mind. We especially pray at this time for all in 

healthcare, for doctors, and nurses, consultants and advisors; may 

they be effective in all they do, and continue to have the strength 

to meet the need. 

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. 

Especially remembering those in our churches who have asked for 

our prayers, those know to us, and those who suffer in silence. 

Give them courage and hope in their troubles and bring them the 

joy of your salvation. 

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer 

We pray for those who have recently died. In the light of heaven 

and in peace may they rest in your presence. We pray for those 

who grieve the loss of a loved one whether recently or long term 

– bring them comfort and a knowledge of your love. 

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer 

And finally we pray for ourselves. Lord you know our needs and 

our desires; we pray that you will meet us in the centre of our 

need this day. Fill us with your light and your spirit, that through 

these dark days your light may shine forth from us, and as 

disciples of Christ we may follow wherever you lead us. 

We offer this and all our prayers  

in the words our Saviour Christ taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

Hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy Kingdom come.  

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

As we forgive them that trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

But deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

The power, and the glory,  

For ever and ever. Amen. 

Blessing. 
Given by Revd David 
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