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Welcome 
By Revd Jane 

The Collect 
Almighty God, 

you have created the heavens and the earth 

and made us in your own image: 

teach us to discern your hand in all your works 

and your likeness in all your children; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who with you and the Holy Spirit reigns supreme over all things, 

now and for ever. 

 Amen.  

Reading 
 

John 1.1-14 – ready by Lisa Rodrigues  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things 

came into being through him, and without him not one thing 

came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and 

the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came 

as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe 

through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify 

to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 

coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; 

yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, 

and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received 

him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 

children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the 

flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 

seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and 

truth.  

 
Reflection 

By Revd Simon 

When do you feel closest to God? For most churched people I 

suppose it’s in places of worship: great Cathedrals like Salisbury, 

or just the humble loved church, as we have in our villages, that 

has stood for generations. These are the habitual places of 

encounter: steeped in prayer and presence, which is why our 

churches are currently open for prayer: currently open for 

services, if we can - and that’s wonderful. 

And there is something about the building, many of you have told 

me how wonderful it has been to receive your vaccination in the 

Cathedral with the organ playing. A clinical situation turned into 

something spiritual. John told me that when he stepped into the 

Cathedral the organ started playing Amazing Grace and he found 

it quite profound. It’s a wonderful way our cathedral is connecting 

people with God.  

For people who may not be religious, they may feel closer to God 

when they are out walking in the countryside. God for these 

people may be seen in the beauty of creation, and if you take 

time, you can get a deep sense of God in creation: If you have 

ever sat and watched the sun set, turning the clouds shocking 

red, or looked at the intricacies of a flower, or the marvel of how a 

bee can fly, you can’t help but get an overwhelming wonder of 

creation, and a feeling that there just must be something bigger, 

something that oversees the order and purpose of this world. 

God is present, in the creation and somehow we know that we are 

wrapped up with that. Creation confirms the order and purposes 

of a loving God. 

But others see, (and all of us at times,) see the world as well rather 

a mess:  

People who battle with seemingly unjust personal issues, people 

who frustrated with health issues, people who deeply despair at 

the loss of a loved one. And it is as if creation also colludes in the 

mess: earthquakes, starvation, dare I even say viruses.  

Some look at the world around them and see a world in terms of 

absence rather than the presence of God. Where are the signs of 

an intelligent loving purpose, they would ask? that we would call 

God. They just see random meaningless occurrences. 

Both views are two sides of being human: connecting with the 

wonder mystery of God, and also living in a world that is very real 

and challenging. 

Today’s reading affirms creation and of the God who made it.  It 

sees the goodness in creation and the central Christian belief that 

God does all things out of love for us - for we are his creation. 

John’s Gospel certainly starts with the wonderful poetic statement 

of the reasoning of God in creation. But in John’s Gospel God’s 

whole purpose, from beginning to end, is for us to begin to 

communicate with God, to learn to speak God’s word and to live 

a life-of-encounter with him. 

But John introduces a cautionary note, which is acutely ironic: 

God certainly speaks a language that we designed to recognise, 

and comes in a way that is utterly familiar to us, and yet … and yet 

there are some of us that still manage not to recognise him. 

“The word became flesh and dwelt with us - and we have seen his 

glory 

full of grace and truth” and yet the world did not know him. “he 

came to what was his own and his own people did not accept 

him.” 

And that’s not pointing the finger at those who fail to believe: the 

non-religious or about anything about society, it for us, who, if we 

are honest, fail to accept and recognise God in all things: Him in 

very midst. So we need to constantly get back in touch with him, 

to strive to clarify our faith, and ensure that it stays clear in our 

mind. 

For we need to keep redressing the balance between naïve belief, 

and a solid reasoned and experienced faith that can be 

demonstrated in our lives. To keep our worship a place of 



encounter, that fires and inspires us deeper into the relationship 

with God. 

Playing the Organ in the cathedral when clinical vaccinations are 

given is wonderful, because it brings God to the ordinary parts of 

our lives; it’s a moment of inspiration, a moment of invitation, to 

go deeper with God: What God made creation for, what God 

made us for, was so that we may understand the mysteries of his 

nature. What we are doing in our worship, whether at home or in 

church is to realise God as the purpose of lives: his presence in 

our lives. And when we do that, I promise we will come to know 

the nature of his grace and his power to save. And it will truly 

change our lives, whatever life may bring. Amen. 

 

Prayers  
By Alison Larkham 

God of love, you restore what is broken and you bring together 

what has been split apart. Today we pray for Myanmar in the 

aftermath of a military coup where there is now a year-long state 

of emergency. We ask for peace in a dangerous and fragile 

situation, where streets are once again full of fear. Although the 

past is marred by compromised leadership, we pray for a 

negotiated political settlement for the country and for the free 

and fair votes of the people to be recognised. Although our 

leaders may often fail us, may we trust again that there is a world 

of possibility where the mistakes of the past can shape a better 

future. 

Renew our strength and bind up our wounds 

Help us to hope in you. 

God of love,  you defend the voiceless. We pray for the UK where 

society is marred by vast inequalities of life chances, opportunities 

and money, and where Covid has revealed the vast wealth owned 

by some and the struggles of others just to make ends meet. Help 

us to be alert to the pain of others. May we hear the cries of the 

powerless and by our words, choices and actions may we be 

agents of healing in the world.  

Renew our strength and bind up our wounds 

Help us to hope in you. 

God of love, we pray for the renewal of our cities so that in them 

people can live, work, play and find space to breathe. We ask that 

priorities would work for the common good rather than 

corporations. We pray for the social unity of our neighbourhoods 

and are aware of lost networks of support and care at this time. 

We pray for charities struggling because of the pandemic, and as 

we look to the future, may we work to build connection rather 

than separation and restore the fabric of community. 

Renew our strength and bind up our wounds 

Help us to hope in you. 

God of love, you heal the broken hearted and you gather in all 

who are lost. We give thanks today for the life of Captain Sir Tom 

Moore; and we pray for his family and for all who are mourning 

the loss of family members or friends. We offer to you all who are 

suffering in mind or body asking for peace, and for your healing 

presence in their need. And we pause to name those we know 

who need an extra touch of your presence today. Send your 

blessing on all who are afraid or alone or hungry, on those whose 

lives are being destroyed by abuse or violence, and on all for 

whom home is not a safe place. 

Renew our strength and bind up our wounds 

Help us to hope in you. 

God of love, you give power to the faint and strength to the 

powerless. Many of us are exhausted, juggling with school at the 

kitchen table, responding to demands of work or family life or 

dealing with isolation, joblessness and fear. We pray for the 

leaders of our country, our schools and our churches… Encourage 

and strengthen them in their work, give us all fresh vision for the 

future and renew our Imagination, creativity and wisdom. 

In our own Team we pray for those putting together the profile 

for our new Team Vicar, give them wisdom as they discern what is 

your will for us. 

Renew our strength and bind up our wounds 

Help us to hope in you 

God of love, your kindness is everlasting. 

Surround us with your arms of love; 

keep our eyes fixed on you 

and make us ready to follow where you lead, 

trusting that you will provide for us – today and always. 

Amen. 

Blessing. 
Given by Revd Jane 

The Lord bless you and watch over you 

the Lord make his face to shine upon you, 

   and be gracious to you, 

the Lord look kindly on you and give you peace 

   all the days of your life. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

be upon you and remain with you always 

this day and for ever more. 

Amen 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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