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Welcome 
By Revd Simon 

The Collect 
Almighty God,  

whose Son revealed in signs and miracles  

the wonder of your saving presence:  

renew your people with your heavenly grace,  

and in all our weakness  

sustain us by your mighty power;  

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  

who is alive and reigns with you,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Reading 
 

John 2.1-11 – ready by Michael 

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the 

mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples had also been 

invited to the wedding. When the wine gave out, the mother of 

Jesus said to him, ‘They have no wine.’ And Jesus said to her, 

‘Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not 

yet come.’ His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells 

you.’ Now standing there were six stone water-jars for the Jewish 

rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus 

said to them, ‘Fill the jars with water.’ And they filled them up to 

the brim. He said to them, ‘Now draw some out, and take it to the 

chief steward.’ So they took it. When the steward tasted the water 

that had become wine, and did not know where it came from 

(though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the 

steward called the bridegroom and said to him, ‘Everyone serves 

the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests 

have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.’ 

Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and 

revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.  

 
Reflection 

By Revd Jane 

Weddings are very special occasions whatever the circumstances. 

And I love presiding at them. This last year, in the end, I actually 

took four wedding, including my daughter‘s. All of them were 

small and intimate but everyone was very happy on the day. 

The wedding that Jesus attended in Cana would have been a 

joyous occasion. Weddings in Cana were normally held on 

Wednesday evenings. The couple were treated like royalty and 

dressed in wedding robes with crowns on their heads. A canopy 

was held over their heads as they were led to their house. They 

would then have an ‘open house’ and a party which lasted all 

week. You can imagine the planning which went into that. There 

would be many guests arriving who would all have their hands 

and feet washed as they arrived, hence all the water in the 

purification jars. Mary and Jesus and his disciples came to this 

wedding as guests, maybe they were relatives as Cana was near 

Nazareth. 

We know the rest of the story, how Jesus, in response to Mary’s 

request and acting out of compassion for the couple, turns the 

water in the jars into the best wine and the only people who knew 

that Jesus had spared the couple the embarrassment of running 

out of wine and having to curtail their hospitality, were Mary and 

the disciples and the servants, who did as Jesus had commanded. 

Because the story is so familiar to us we don’t see it through their 

eyes. The wonder of this miracle, water becoming wine and the 

superabundance of it. Gallons and gallons of the best wine.  

It makes no sense to anyone, but in the generosity of this 

provision, do the disciples anticipate the greatness that is to 

come? Is that why John  says in Gospel reading ‘And his disciples 

believed in him’? Mary, of course, already believed. 

John calls this the first sign, revealing  Jesus’ glory. And he has 

written the story in such a way with symbolism all the way 

through that shows Jesus as the Son of God and anticipates his 

death, resurrection and ascension. 

John starts the story with the words ‘On the Third day’ . What 

does that suggest to you? The wedding speaks of God’s coming 

kingdom and the everlasting banquet. The New Wine speaks  of  

the new creation coming at last through the word made flesh.  

There are many more allegorical references and symbols all of 

which have significance but the most important is that Jesus is at 

the centre of the story showing his compassion, his grace and his 

glory.  

And God has compassion on all of us. No matter how small or 

unimportant you think your concern is, God knows of it and 

through his love for you will give you strength to deal with it. 

In the grand scheme of things considering all the trouble in 

Palestine at the time of Jesus, a wedding running out of wine and 

causing social embarrassment to the family was not a big thing. 

But Jesus doesn’t think like that. 

Little things do matter—and we can make difference too. If we 

mirror Christ and help others with the little things, when we are 

able, then we show his love working in the world. 

The story also shows us that Jesus will meet our failing resources. 

Not necessarily physical resources. There are times when we all 

feel tired and weak and lethargic, especially at the moment, and 

it’s hard to carry on with what we need to do. But Jesus said ‘I 

came that they may have life and have it abundantly’.  

If we ask him, Jesus will help us, he will give us the strength and 

courage to deal with whatever it is we have to deal with and carry 

on with our daily lives. 

Prayers  
Led by Revd Cynthia 

Dear Lord, You, transformed water into wine, transform our lives, 

we pray, that we may know you in all things and feel the joy of 

your healing presence. 

Lord in your mercy.  Hear our prayer. 



We pray for the world, particularly those areas unable to afford 

the vaccines or medical care for Covid sufferers.  We pray that the 

wealthier nations may show compassion to those in need and 

give generously.  We pray for the United States, that the divisions 

and Covid mortality may end with the new Biden administration. 

Lord, in your mercy.  Hear our prayer. 

We pray for the Church throughout the world that you may 

inspire us and lead us so that we may learn to minister in new and 

imaginative ways.  We pray for all Christians being persecuted, 

particularly in China and India.  Comfort and strengthen them we 

pray, and may their persecutors know the error of their ways. 

Lord, in your mercy.  Hear our prayer. 

We pray for all those planning to get married and for those 

whose marriages have been cancelled.  May their love carry them 

through this difficult time, and may they find a newness in their 

love for each other.  We pray for those whose marriages are in 

trouble and whose lives are difficult. 

Lord, in your mercy.  Hear our prayer. 

We ask you to bless all who are finding life difficult at this time, 

for the lonely, those whose jobs are in danger and those who risk 

their lives caring for the many sick.  We pray for all those home 

schooling and for the many children feeling anxiety. 

Lord in your mercy.  Hear our prayer. 

We pray for all those we know at this time who are sick or 

suffering.  May your healing grace be upon them and all who love 

or care for them. 

Lord, in your mercy.  Hear our prayer. 

We bring before you all who have died, may your loving arms 

surround them, and we pray for strength and comfort for who 

mourn. 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son 

our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Blessing. 
Given by Revd Simon 

May the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ 

shine in your hearts, 

and fill your lives with his joy and peace; 

and the blessing of God almighty  

The Father, The Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be with you now and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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