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Welcome 
By Revd David 

The Collect 
Almighty God, 

in Christ you make all things new: 

transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, 

and in the renewal of our lives 

make known your heavenly glory; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen 

Reading 
 

1 Samuel 3.1-20 – Read by Revd Simon 

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The 

word of the LORD was rare in those days; visions were not 

widespread.  

At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that 

he could not see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of God 

had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple 

of the LORD, where the ark of God was. Then the LORD called, 

‘Samuel! Samuel!’ and he said, ‘Here I am!’ and ran to Eli, and 

said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call; lie 

down again.’ So he went and lay down. The LORD called again, 

‘Samuel!’ Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for 

you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call, my son; lie down again.’ 

Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the 

LORD had not yet been revealed to him. The LORD called Samuel 

again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here 

I am, for you called me.’ Then Eli perceived that the LORD was 

calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, ‘Go, lie down; and if 

he calls you, you shall say, “Speak, LORD, for your servant is 

listening.”’ So Samuel went and lay down in his place.  

Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, ‘Samuel! 

Samuel!’ And Samuel said, ‘Speak, for your servant is listening.’ 

Then the LORD said to Samuel, ‘See, I am about to do something 

in Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. 

On that day I will fulfil against Eli all that I have spoken 

concerning his house, from beginning to end. For I have told him 

that I am about to punish his house for ever, for the iniquity that 

he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not 

restrain them. Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the 

iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering 

for ever.’  

Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the 

house of the LORD. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. But 

Eli called Samuel and said, ‘Samuel, my son.’ He said, ‘Here I am.’ 

Eli said, ‘What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. 

May God do so to you and more also, if you hide anything from 

me of all that he told you.’ So Samuel told him everything and hid 

nothing from him. Then he said, ‘It is the LORD; let him do what 

seems good to him.’  

As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his 

words fall to the ground. And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba 

knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the LORD. 

 
Reflection 

By Revd Cynthia 

How easy it can be to talk, as I am doing now, but, in fact, it can 

be so much harder to listen.  At the moment, especially, in this 

unnatural situation, I think concentration becomes harder and its 

easy to cut out.  I know many of us are alone and don’t have the 

luxury of someone else to listen to, but most of us, at some time, 

stop listening and think of other things. 

But God says, ‘Listen to me, I want to talk to you, I need you to 

communicate with me, to go on listening for me and responding.  

Today, if you hear my voice, don’t harden your heart.’ 

Like Samuel perhaps we hear God but don’t recognise Him.  Eli 

hasn’t listened, in fact Samuel says, ‘The word of the Lord was rare 

in those days.’  Samuel paints a picture centred round Eli and the 

once famous shrine at Shiloh.  This is a community that doesn’t 

expect the presence of God.  Let’s imagine that Eli represents the 

church.  He is old and losing his sight.  The light in the church has 

nearly gone out.  The sons of the vicarage, Hophni and Phineas, 

ignore their father and run rackets from the church.  Others use it 

to shelter from the sun or sleep off a drunken night.  Eli and his 

sons don’t expect people to hear the voice of the Lord.  Into this 

situation comes a youngster, and, as ever, he disturbs the church.  

Eli wants to sleep and this 12 year old whippersnapper keeps 

waking him up saying he’s called.  But the third time the old priest 

tells him to answer the call and say, ‘Speak Lord for your servant 

is listening.’ 

Have any of us heard a voice like that?  I did, in an unforgettable 

dream, many years ago, but I think most people find they are 

being pressed to do something, or go somewhere by something 

that urges us on.  It may not be clear but I believe it is God 

working in our lives. 

So our reading today is about listening and understanding, but 

also about apathy and reluctance.  The reason the Bible draws us 

to hear is that we are in the company of human beings who play 

their parts in the drama of the human and the divine.  It tells our 

story in our relationship to God in true experiences of men and 

women. 

Its interesting that even when Eli begins to suspect that Samuel is 

hearing the voice of God, he doesn’t choose to go and wait with 

him in the hope he might hear it too.  In theory Eli has served 

God all his life but he sends Samuel back alone and goes to sleep.  

On hearing God’s message the next day Eli knows and 

acknowledges the Word and judgement of God are true.  

Unfortunately, despite being sorry, Eli does nothing about his 

son’s criminal activities.  I don’t think he’s wholly bad, he’s 

apathetic and just not listening. 

It’s so true that the young can be very disturbing in a church set 

in its ways, but God speaks through new voices.  We now know 

that Beth’s position will be filled in time and a new voice will bring 

God into our midst.  So we can rejoice at that. 



But I believe that the present time, even though depressing, cold 

and dark, is a time when we may hear God’s voice in the silence, 

and know that he is leading each one of us, individually, to know 

his love, comfort and strength in our lives.  It’s so easy to become 

apathetic, to think, ‘God wouldn’t bother with me,’ but he may 

speak through another, through an urge to go further, through 

our hearts or our heads.  He spoke so clearly to a 12 year old boy, 

he is speaking to you.  Listen, and say, ‘Speak Lord, for your 

servant is listening.’ 

Amen 

Prayers  
Led by Michael Barratt 

Father God, as the first disciples came to faith in Christ, so may 

your Church be faithful in following him. May we your servants 

within your Church be ready and worthy to hear your call and the 

revelation of your salvation so that we may discharge your will for 

the benefit of all people and for your greater glory 

Speak Lord, for your Servants are listening 

Father God, we bring before you those nations suffering most 

from this dreadful pandemic; we pray for those ill, those who 

mourn, those involved in the supply and administering the 

vaccine; … we also pray for the United States of America caught 

up in the terrible turmoil surrounding the transition of power 

from one administration to another; we pray for a peaceful 

Inauguration of President-Elect Biden and Vice-President-Elect 

Harris; where there is division, bring unity, where there is strife 

bring peace, may all those affected hear that call for unity and 

peace 

Speak Lord, for your Servants are listening 

Father God, help us to guide in the right way those who are near 

to us … Let the homes in our communities be blessed with the 

presence of the Lord, guide us with your words of instruction and 

comfort so that it is not our bidding but yours which we follow 

Speak Lord, for your Servants are listening 

Have mercy on all who are imprisoned in old feuds and rivalries, 

who have ceased to believe in the power of good but would seek 

to sow the seeds of destruction and discontentment.  We grant 

that they may lose whatever fear they have and see love in the 

eyes of every stranger and person that they might disagree with 

and above all hear your call for peace and tranquillity 

Speak Lord, for your Servants are listening 

Father God, we ask that you comfort the sick and dying at their 

time of great distress; we pray that they will feel your loving arms 

of peace surrounding them as they go through the trauma they 

are facing; we ask that your power of healing be felt by them 

whether it be physical healing or spiritual healing and that when 

you call them they will listen with joy and not be afraid 

Speak Lord, for your Servants are listening 

Finally, Father God, we give thanks for the departed to whom 

heaven has been opened and the divine vision granted … may our 

faith in this world bring us to follow Jesus Christ until we 

ourselves come to eternal life listening to you as we now continue 

on our earthly pilgrimage 

Speak Lord, for your Servants are listening 

We pray all these things in the name of Christ Jesus our Lord, the 

Son of God, and King of all Kings. Amen 

Blessing. 
Given by Revd David 

May the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ 

shine in your hearts, 

and fill your lives with joy and peace; 

and the blessing of God the Father,  

God the Son, and the God the Holy Spirit, 

be with you and those you love 

now and always. 

Amen. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Amen. 
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