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Welcome 
By Revd Jane 

The Collect 
O God, 

who by the leading of a star 

manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth: 

mercifully grant that we, 

who know you now by faith, 

may at last behold your glory face to face; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

Music 
Music from Whiteparish choir 

This is the truth sent from above, 

the truth of God, the God of love; 

therefore don't turn me from your door 

but hearken all, both rich and poor. 

The first thing which I do relate, 

is that God did man create; 

the next thing which to you I'll tell 

woman was made with man to dwell 

Then after this 'twas God's own choice 

to place them both in paradise, 

there to remain from evil free 

except they ate of such a tree. 

But they did eat, which was a sin, 

and then their ruin did begin 

ruined themselves, both you and me, 

and all of our posterity. 

Thus we were heirs to endless woes 

till God the Lord did interpose; 

for so a promise soon did run: 

that he'd redeem us with a Son. 

And at this season of the year 

our blest Redeemer did appear, 

and here did live, and here did preach,  

and many thousands he did teach. 

Thus, he in love to us behaved, 

to show us how we must be saved; 

and if you want to know the way, 

be pleased to hear what he did say: 

God grant to all within this place 

true saving faith, that special grace 

which to his people doth belong: 

and thus I close my Christmas song. 

New Testament Reading 
Ephesians 3.1-12 – read by Revd David 

I, Paul, am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles - 

for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s 

grace that was given me for you, and how the mystery was made 

known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, a 

reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of 

the mystery of Christ. In former generations this mystery was not 

made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his 

holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have 

become fellow-heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in 

the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 

Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of 

God’s grace that was given me by the working of his power. 

Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given 

to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of 

Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery 

hidden for ages in God who created all things; so that through 

the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be 

made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 

This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has 

carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to 

God in boldness and confidence through faith in him.  

Reflection 
By Revd David 

Today we celebrate epiphany.  In fact what we celebrate is the 

sudden acknowledgement that the Gospel of Christ is as much for 

the Gentiles as for the Jews.   One might be forgiven for thinking 

that in fact the Good News is MORE for the Gentiles than the Jews 

because then, as now, the Jews actually rejected Christ as the 

Messiah and essentially ‘left him for’ the Gentiles.   Of course that 

is not true: a gift for all remains a gift for all whether nor not all 

accept it! 

But I digress. Epiphany.  The astonishing news that the Gospel is 

to be given to the Gentiles as well as the Jews.  Of course now 

that is not surprising, now we have a clearer picture of the 

Gospels than ever did the first followers -  largely of course 

because we have the Gospels!  Back then they didn’t, they had 

nothing but the words of the disciples and, as we hear today, St 

Paul.   Whereas we are hugely familiar with the story of the 

woman at the well, for example, where Jesus is clearly speaking to 

non-Jewish people, the first followers did not necessarily have this 

story.  I don’t even know whether St Paul knew this story.  All 

those first followers were trying to piece things together in a way 

we don’t have to and they were following a Way which might not 

have been quite so clear as we see it. 



The Epiphany we celebrate and recall today came many years 

after the events we celebrated just a few days ago: the birth of 

Christ was thirty odd years before Epiphany, remember and not 

only the birth of Christ but also his death: followers of the Way 

had a long and puzzling history of Jesus to look at and some, 

those before St Paul’s work started had already been following 

Jesus for possibly several years.  The journey had been slow and 

long, at times exiting and at others tedious.  Then, 

boom…Epiphany to the Gentiles.  This event was shocking to 

many Jews and caused argument amongst the disciples 

themselves: it seemed to be a change of direction, a direction that 

God simply hadn’t gone before!  A new and unexpected road. 

I was getting myself ready for a service the other day, packing my 

little leather bag with the papers and books I would be needing - 

along with a face mask or two and some sanitiser -  when out of 

the depths fell a small shell which landed at my feet.  The shell is 

a simple clam shell about the size of a 50p piece and I can’t recall 

now where I picked it up - some beach somewhere a few years 

ago but I know that I kept it as a reminder that I am a pilgrim on 

a journey -  wherever I am going I am not there yet!  One idea 

that brings to me is that the journey, like all journeys, will be full 

of surprises -  I might be surprised by events, but  I shouldn’t be 

surprised that I am! 

We are all Pilgrims though, on a road we hope leads to salvation 

and Jesus. It is a long road my friends and even a cursory reading 

of the letters of Paul reminds us that following Christs is not an 

easy thing.  It is a path that was for a very great number of years 

denied to us as Gentiles, but the work of God through St Paul 

changed that.  The Way of the people of God is now our Way, our 

pilgrimage. 

As pilgrims of Christ, we are all on the Way, all on a road that 

leads us closer to God but we should not be surprised if events 

change, if the road is blocked or altered to suit some other 

purpose.  Sometimes, I am sure, events happen which God just 

uses rather than causes and the use of surprise events by God can 

be so disruptive that we, humans, must take time out to take 

stock and re-find the Way, to rest a while and refresh before 

continuing our pilgrimage.  In other words, sometimes following 

Jesus is just exhausting!  

This year might be such a time for us.  Who would have guessed, 

this time last year, that 2020 was to be spent the way it was?  And 

who can say what this year of 2021 holds?  Will we be in 

lockdown or will we be free?  Will the vaccine work or will it fail 

us?  All I can assure you all of is this: the journey continues, and 

Jesus continues to walk with us.  Following Christ is as valid and 

important to us now as it was when Paul first preached it to us.  

Nothing has changed there. 

I wish you all the best for 2021, I wish you renewed vigour for the 

way ahead, renewed relish for the path opened to us by Paul: but 

if you need to rest awhile weary traveller, then do so. You are no 

good to man nor beast if you are empty yourself and empty and 

tired is not how God would have you be either.  Look after 

yourself, look after each other and be mindful that whilst some 

run and some rest, we are all pilgrims. 

All blessings for 2021.  Happy New Year. 

Amen. 

Prayers  
Led by Revd David 

( Sorry transcript not available ) 

Blessing. 
Given by Revd Jane 

Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory 
and gladden your hearts with the good news of his kingdom; 
and the blessing of God almighty Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you always 
Amen. 
 
Let us bless the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
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