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Welcome   
By Revd Simon 

The Collect 
Almighty God, 

you have given us your only-begotten Son 

to take our nature upon him 

and as at this time to be born of a pure virgin: 

grant that we, who have been born again 

and made your children by adoption and grace, 

may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

Gospel 
Luke 2.1-20 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all 

the world should be registered. This was the first registration and 

was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their 

own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 

Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family 

of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 

engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, 

the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to 

her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him 

in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood 

before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; 

for see – I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 

people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who 

is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a 

child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And 

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 

host, praising God and saying, 

    ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

        and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’ 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and 

see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 

known to us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, 

they made known what had been told them about this child; and 

all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 

But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 

heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 

they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  

 

Reflection 
By Revd Simon 

Christmas Day is significant for us in so many ways: for many it is 

a time for traditions, for families to be together, for presents & 

food in plenty. However, this year is different for many, it may be 

that this year, and the restrictions, have changed things for you, 

and changed them in unexpected ways. Maybe you cannot travel 

to family or have them come to you. It may even be that this year 

you will have to do things differently 

in an unexpected way. But that does not mean that’s only a bad 

thing. And there is something about that first Christmas which 

maybe this year we can especially take to heart. 

Our Christmas Day Gospel is the birth of Jesus and the 

announcement to the shepherds from Luke’s gospel. And for Luke 

the birth of Jesus is told rather straightforwardly: “And she gave 

birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and 

laid him in a manger  because there was no place for them in the 

inn.” 

But the rest of the Gospel passage is given over to the shepherds: 

local people – who were probably just expecting a normal night. 

Yes there was a census on, but to them this was just another 

night. There they were, just getting on with life: keeping their 

sheep safe at night, looking out for the fox, or the thief. And a 

single angel comes to them and tells them of the birth of the 

Messiah – the Lord. And I always wonder if it is this moment that 

their hearts leap with excitement: “can it be, born in our local 

town!” Something unexpected! Because it’s then, at that moment, 

the angel is joined by a multitude and they all praise God 

saying “Glory to God and Peace on earth.” And when they have 

left, the shepherds turn to each other 

and say – “let’s go.” and they take their experience of those 

angels and find Joseph and Mary and Jesus 

and gaze in wonder at the child. Something unexpected, has 

become wonderful. 

You may have a Christmas card with an image of the wonder 

moment the shepherds looking on, with Jesus often radiating as 

light which you could look, at and wonder at later today. 

 

This is such an image by Gerard van Honthorst 1662 see the 

amazement, the joy on the shepherds faces. 

and the wonder and the effect of that light from Jesus. And the 

third side of the manger– the closest to us 

enables us to be part of that shepherd’s gathering to let us see 



and wonder and like them let the light of the Christ Child reflect 

on us. 

For the true meaning of Christmas, is to know that love and 

wonder: just for us to feel it this very moment. There will be 

plenty of time later for us to do something about it, but for now, 

this Christmas day, all we have to do is gaze on, and feel the 

wonder and peace of the Christ child in your life: God comes to 

you to bring Comfort and Joy. 

It may be that this Christmas is rather unexpected, but into that 

unexpectedness, and unpreparedness like the shepherds, comes 

wonder and love from God. The only response needed today,   is 

to feel that love in our lives, to feel it’s warmth and experience the 

light of the Christ Child. 

Wherever you find yourself today know that God comes to you 

and loves you now. Amen. 

Prayers  
Led by Revd Jane 

Lord God we give you thanks and praise for your wonderful gift of 

yourself – help us to know your presence in our lives, in our 

homes and in our villages. 

Lord in your mercy, Hear Our Prayer. 

We rejoice with the whole church as it celebrates your love for us. 

We ask your blessing upon any church where there is oppression, 

or persecution at this time. We pray for all who would preach the 

word and celebrate the sacraments today and throughout this 

season. We pray for all those people who will celebrate your birth 

in refugee camps and prisons, or completely on their own. We 

remember those who would have liked to have been with us in 

our worship today. 

Lord in your mercy, Hear Our Prayer. 

We give thanks for the message of the angels and pray for peace 

on earth. We pray for all caught up in war or violence at this time. 

We remember the world’s poor and homeless and any who live in 

fear and anxiety. We pray for all those who feel neglected or 

unwanted.  

Lord in your mercy, Hear Our Prayer. 

We give thanks that you Lord that you were born into an ordinary 

family, and lived in an ordinary home. We ask your blessing upon 

all our loved ones this Christmas, may we know your presence in 

our joys and in our celebrations. And we remember all those who 

have to spend Christmas away from their homes and their loved 

ones. 

Lord in your mercy, Hear Our Prayer. 

We give thanks that you became human that we might live in 

unity with you, and that through Christ is our salvation. We pray 

for all who are ill or unable to enjoy life. We remember those who 

are fearful for their future or who are unable to cope with the 

present. Lord may they know your love and care for them. 

Lord in your mercy, Hear Our Prayer. 

We give thanks that you came to earth to lift us to heaven. We 

remember loved ones who have died this year, and those whom 

we have spent Christmas past. Lord give to them the gift of life 

eternally with you. 

Merciful Father 

accept these prayers  

for the sake of your Son,  

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Blessing. 
 

May the joy of the angels,  

the eagerness of the shepherds, 

the perseverance of the wise men, 

the obedience of Joseph and Mary, 

and the peace of the Christ child 

be yours this Christmas; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be upon you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

Have a very happy and blessed Christmas. 

 

Music: 

The Virtual Choir sing 

 ‘O Holy Night’ 
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