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Lighting of the 
advent wreath 
 

Lord Jesus, light of the world, 

the prophets said you would 

bring peace and save your 

people in trouble. 

Give peace in our hearts at 

Christmas and show all the 

world God’s love. 

Amen. 

 
Welcome   
By Revd Simon 

 

The Collect 
 

O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power 

and come among us, 

and with great might succour us; 

that whereas, through our sins and wickedness 

we are grievously hindered 

in running the race that is set before us, 

your bountiful grace and mercy 

may speedily help and deliver us; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honour and glory, now and for ever. Amen.  

New Testament Reading 
Read by Mandy - Mark 1.1-8 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,  

 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

  who will prepare your way; 

 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

  “Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight”’, 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a 

baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people 

from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 

Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in 

the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with 

camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 

locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more 

powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 

down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with 

water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’ 

Talk 
By Revd Cynthia 

On these dark days, as we all prepare, as much as possible in the 

circumstances, for an unusually difficult Christmas, as we hear bad 

news after bad news and life seems dreary, are we giving 

ourselves time to prepare for the coming of God?   Many of us 

isolating, actually have more time than usual, but it requires 

taking time out, time to read and time to reflect.  Our God comes 

to us and seeks room in our lives.  He wants us to be aware of 

him, for us to give him some of our time and attention, and that is 

what Mark is trying to shock us into doing, to listen to the most 

important news of our lives. 

The one who is coming is the ‘Christ, the Son of God,’ the 

promised deliverer of God’s people, and the words to alert his 

listeners are from Isaiah, ‘Prepare the way of the Lord,’ make his 

paths straight.’ 

The American Indians have an interesting way of vision seeking.  

Those who seek to do it are told, ‘Clear the way, make yourself 

and your surroundings ready so that when the vision is granted 

you can embody it and be an instrument of its revelation to those 

around you.’  And that’s what we’re doing in Advent.  It’s the 

inner hills of our selfishness and valleys of discouragement and 

lack of commitment, which need to be looked at, the hills brought 

low the valleys filled in, a straight way prepared for new 

discipleship. 

The desert, or wilderness, is a place of revelation and of testing.  It 

can be a bad and frightening place, a place where we feel dry, our 

faith can become arid, our lives devoid of the source of water 

which is God.  But it’s here in these arid places that 

transformation of our lives can start.  Where there are empty 

wastes new life will spring up, the gifts of love, hope and eternal 

life are offered, wonderful gifts, the true gifts of Christmas. 

And so John brings God like a breath of fire to the dry desert 

grass of our lives.  He sets it alight in order to ‘stir us up’ to say, 

‘Stand in your wilderness and begin to build a place in it in which 

your God will be at home.’  If we realise that our lives are dry, 

then we can begin the extraordinary transformation of the desert 

to something living, and then we will find comfort and tenderness 

in God.  Take time, sit still in quietness and ask God to come to 

you.  Look at your life and say sorry, truthfully, for all that’s gone 

wrong, and set your life on track with God as its guide.  It can take 

time but God is with you always and knows all your pain and 

troubles. 

John is like the messenger going ahead of royalty and 

announcing, ‘the Queen is coming so clean and tidy things up.’  

John is trying to wake Israel up, to shock them into changing.  

The people have lived for this promise to come true and now 

John says it’s about to happen, yet they’re not ready for it, or at 

least, not for what they’re about to get.  

I wonder how we would respond to John now?  He was really 

excited by his news, God was in his speaking.  Would we be like 

Israel, our minds drifting?  Are we rather sleepy in our churches, 

our communities, our personal lives?  Well, the coming of Christ 

has happened, and is happening and will happen.  The Advent 

alarm bell is ringing, wake up and prepare yourself, for God is 

coming. 

 

 



Prayers  
Led by Revd Simon 

Lord God We thank you for this time of prayer – for being able to 

meet you and pray together at this time. We pray for the church 

as it prepares for your coming at Christmas. May we, in this 

difficult year, bring hope to those who feel lost, bring joy to those 

weighed down, and peace to peoples hearts’ around us. 

Lord in your mercy, Hear our Prayer. 

We pray for those who find this time difficult. Especially praying 

for those who find it hard to bring the Christmas they would like 

to their families. For those struggling with financial difficulties, 

with unemployment, for those with divided families, for those 

grieving, and those burdened with life’s woes. Bring your peace, 

your hope, and turn sadness and darkness to light and joy. 

Lord in your mercy, Hear our Prayer. 

We pray for our world as we continue to react to the 

developments of the pandemic. We give thanks for potential 

vaccines, praying that they may quickly reach the vulnerable and 

key workers; that we may move forward with renewed hope. 

 Guide and lead all those who make policies, national decisions 

and those who work in difficult situations in ways that bring your 

comfort, healing and wholeness. 

Lord in your mercy, Hear our Prayer. 

We pray for those who are sick or suffering at this time whether in 

body, mind or spirit. Especially we pray for those in isolation, 

those in hospital, and those waiting for the results of test and 

diagnosis. Bring your healing, bring your peace. 

Lord in your mercy, Hear our Prayer. 

We pray for those who have recently died: those known to us, 

those whose deaths have come suddenly, and those who have 

died alone. Comfort those who grieve and bring them a 

knowledge of your love. 

Lord in your mercy, Hear our Prayer. 

John the Baptist said “see I send my messenger ahead of you to 

prepare my way”. Prepare our hearts at this time to be welcoming 

of your presence in our lives. May we be open to your ways; to 

your Holy spirit within us, that this day we may be the people you 

would have us be, work to do your will, and bring your comfort 

and joy to those we know this advent and always 

Merciful Father 

Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  

our saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Our Father, which art in heaven,  

Hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy Kingdom come.  

Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

As we forgive them that trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

But deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

The power, and the glory,  

For ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Blessing 
 

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 

scatter the darkness from before your path, 

and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.    

In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
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