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Welcome   
By Debbie McIsaac 

Welcome to a short time together. We gather virtually in the 

name of Jesus to sing, read a short passage from the bible, reflect 

of its meaning for us and to pray.  As we gather in his name, God 

is indeed with us. 

Today, we will follow the pattern of and look at Day 3 of the 

Church of England’s ‘Comfort and Joy’, a little gift of a booklet 

with 9 days of short bible readings, some words for reflection, a 

suggestion of a way to give of ourselves, and a short concluding 

prayer.  And what worship would be complete without Carols so 

there will be two of those as well!   

We’ll start by listening to, singing or humming along with God 

Rest You Merry Gentlemen, a traditional 18th century English 

Christmas hymn from which the title, Comfort and Joy, is taken.  

Do join in by singing or humming or listening. 

God Rest You Merry Gentlemen  
God rest you merry, gentlemen, 

let nothing you dismay, 

remember Christ our Saviour 

was born on Christmas day, 

to save us all from Satan's pow'r 

when we were gone astray; 

O tidings of comfort and joy,  

comfort and joy, 

O tidings of comfort and joy.  

From God our heav'nly Father, 

a blessed angel came; 

and unto certain shepherds 

brought tidings of the same: 

how that in Bethlehem was born 

the son of God by name 

O tidings of comfort and joy,  

comfort and joy, 

O tidings of comfort and joy. 

And when they came to Bethlehem 

where our dear Saviour lay, 

they found Him in a manger, 

where oxen feed on hay; 

his Mother Mary kneeling 

unto the Lord did pray. 

O tidings of comfort and joy, 

comfort and joy 

O tidings of comfort and joy. 

Now to the Lord sing praises, 

all you within this place, 

and with true love and fellowship 

each other now embrace; 

this holy tide of Christmas 

all other doth deface. 

O tidings of comfort and joy, 

comfort and joy 

O tidings of comfort and joy. 

Comfort and Joy 
“There are copies of these little booklets in each of the Clarendon 

churches and it is certainly not too late to join in with the 

thousands of people using it to help them hear afresh the story of 

the birth of Jesus and, as the ABs say in their introduction, reflect 

on its meaning in this time of challenge.  If you can’t find a little 

booklet in a church, or don’t want to venture out but have access 

to the internet, search ‘Comfort and Joy Church of England’  or 

download the app.  

In the booklet, this first Sunday of Christmas choses as its title a 

line from the Carol ‘Silent Night”, and I am sure many of you hear 

the sound of the music and the rhythm when you read the words  

Silent night! Holy Night!  

All is calm, all is bright.    

Listen now to Andy Larkham as he tells us about a moment of 

calm.” 

Reflection 
Andy Larkham on Calm 

Reading 
Luke 2.15-20 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and 

see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 

known to us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, 

they made known what had been told them about this child; and 

all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 

But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 

heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 

they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  

Reflection  
Debbie 

In comfort and Joy the reading is followed by a reflection which 

you can read for yourself and it is well worth doing that.  But I am 

going to ask you a few questions so you might want to rewind 

just a little and listen to Andy again.  You’re not in church so get 

comfortable perhaps with a cup of coffee, maybe put your feet 

up, but do close your eyes and listen really attentively.  Perhaps 

imagine where you are and where you want to be.   

So were you standing in the back,  perhaps in the shadows, or did 

you want to be up close and personal.  Were you close enough to 

see the child’s face?  To hear him breathing?  Or was outside the 

safer place to be? 

What did you see in the shepherds faces? Did you notice Joseph?  

What did you smell?  The pungent smell of the animals, the dried 

sweat of the shepherds, perhaps that unique and delicate scent of 

a new-born baby.   

Where was the light?  Pause a moment on the light –  think on 

the light that came into the world. 

Do any of the words stay with you?   It never fails.  Every time I 

hear this passage, the words 

But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her 

heart.’ 



comfort me, challenge me and leave me both bemused and 

reassured. 

I don’t need to tell you what the scene describes or these words 

convey, to expand on the meaning or to draw some 

comparatively trite analogy or give you a scholarly explication.  

No. Everyone one of us  can know and experience the things of 

God for him or herself.  But we share a responsibility to ponder 

them in our hearts, again and again and to share a life together in 

prayer and worship and service. 

My job, your job, indeed the work of every Christian and the work 

of every person curious about this Jesus is to treasure up the 

moments of insight and illumination, to take hold of the sense 

and succour of his presence.   

This short act of worship is being recorded on a few days before 

its release on 27 December by which time our world may have 

been unsettled yet again.  You may feel that even the last of your 

anchors has been taken from you. But in our pondering and 

wondering, remember as perhaps Mary did, the wonderful words 

from the prophet Isaiah 

So do not fear, for I am with you; 

    do not be dismayed, for I am your God. 

I will strengthen you and help you; 

    I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. 

Treasure up the things of Jesus spoken, seen and experienced and 

to ponder them in our hearts.   

Listen now to the singers from St. Mary’s Alderbury under the 

direction of Andy Larkham who read the passage from Luke sing 

‘Mary did you Know?” from the online carol service made 

available last week. 

Music 
Mary did you know?  from Clarendon online carol service 

Prayers 
Poppy and Tegen Dixon-Clarke, Winterslow 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Concluding sentence 
God of peace in moments of clam and silence, you help us to 

pause and to see afresh.  Give us the grace to notice both the 

signs of your presence and the needs of others today. Amen 

Final Music 
Silent Night 

Silent night, holy night 

All is calm, all is bright 

'Round yon virgin Mother and Child 

Holy infant so tender and mild 

Sleep in heavenly peace 

Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight! 

Glories stream from heaven afar; 

Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 

Christ the Saviour is born! 

Silent night, holy night 

Son of God, love's pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face 

With the dawn of redeeming grace 

Jesus, Lord at Thy birth. 
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