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Welcome   
By Revd Simon 

The Collect 
 

Almighty God, 

give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 

and to put on the armour of light, 

now in the time of this mortal life, 

in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; 

that on the last day, 

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 

  to judge the living and the dead, 

we may rise to the life immortal; 

through him who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 

New Testament Reading 
Read by Zoë - Mark 13.24-37 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘In those days, after that suffering,  

   the sun will be darkened, 

      and the moon will not give its light, 

   and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

      and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great 

power and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his 

elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends 

of heaven. 

‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes 

tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So 

also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is 

near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not 

pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and 

earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in 

heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for 

you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going 

on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, 

each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 

watch. Therefore, keep awake – for you do not know when the 

master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or 

at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he 

comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.’  

Talk 
By Revd David 

Each week the ministry team sits down together and we discuss, 

among other things, the forthcoming Sunday service or services.  

This week I was asked whether I would like to give the reflection – 

this reflection -  and my first reaction, after saying ‘yes’ of course, 

was to ask what the subject might be.  There was a chorus of 

responses from everyone else…”Advent!”.  As Homer Simpson 

might say…”D’Oh!”.     

I had missed the fact that this Sunday is advent Sunday, the first 

Sunday of advent, the beginning of the beginning of you like.  I 

had missed this because life is so busy and without the regular 

pace of church life and the gentle movement of the church 

calendar it is easy to become disjointed from the Christian cycle 

of events,  it is easy to miss the little signs and tell tales that we 

have created along the centuries to keep us in sync with the 

church’s year. 

Well, this problem is not a new one: throughout the centuries 

people have not been able to keep up with events – in fact of 

course, this is exactly why we have calendars at all!  Imagine a 

time when people could not generally read and write and when 

such things as printed matter simply didn’t exist.  How then do we 

monitor the upcoming feasts, especially of Christmas?  Well, 

today we use the now popular circular Advent wreath to mark the 

weeks until Christmas.  This wreath originated in the 16th C, way 

back in the German Lutheran church of 1500 and something.  And 

to them it wasn’t just pretty, it was vital. Back then, they were not 

reminding themselves of the coming of a baby, no, the medieval 

world was preparing for the true original meaning of Advent, 

from the the Greek, Parousia, to come IN PERSON.  The medieval 

Christians  were actually preparing for the SECOND coming of 

Christ, not recalling the first!  So the wreath was used to mark the 

passage of time between the start of advent and the actual day of 

Christmas; C Day!  Whether the early medieval Lutherans really 

expected after that suffering (of fasting perhaps), the sun to be 

darkened, and the moon dimmed, and the stars falling from 

heaven, and the powers in the heavens shaken, the “the Son of 

Man coming in clouds” with great power and glory I do not know 

but it seems that they did. Certainly, whatever they really 

expected as men women and children, they needed help in 

counting up the Sundays of expectancy towards it.  They wanted 

to make sure they were ready. 

Sadly, the human time scale is short and after a few more 

hundred years of the second coming not actually happening 

people moved away from expecting it every year and in the 1800s 

it was another German, one  Johann Wichern a Protestant pastor 

in Germany  who worked with poor children, who invented the 

modern Advent wreath.[9] During Advent, children at his school 

would ask daily if Christmas had arrived. In 1839 he clearly got fed 

up of this constant early version of the “are we there yet?” 

nagging so he built a large wooden ring with 20 small red and 4 

large white candles. Successively he lit a small red candle every 

weekday and Saturday during Advent. But on Sundays, a large 

white candle was lit to mark another week.   Now the children 

could see whether it was Christmas or not.  I suspect they were 

more eager for the coming of the gifts and turkey than the 

coming of Christ!   

In todays Gospel, Gospel of Mark Jesus gives to his listeners a 

reminder that even God gives out a calendar.  God knows that 

humans need signs and warnings, we need a countdown to great 

events: we lose track otherwise.   

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as 

soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you 

know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things 

taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. ‘ 

In other words, Jesus is saying that just as we can tell what season 

is coming based on what we see the trees and shrubs doing, so 



we can tell whether the second coming is at hand based on what 

we see in the world.  When the skies darken and the world is in 

upset, be sure God is at the gates.  Medieval man saw many such 

dark times and many times must have assumed that now was the 

time.  Although medieval humanity waited in vain for the second 

coming, they prepared.  Being prepared is vital because the 

second coming is scheduled to be the last: the last great 

resurrection and reckoning, the time when it’s all over and we will 

be weighed by God one last time.   No wonder medieval mankind 

prepared.  No wonder God gives us a set of signs and no wonder 

Jesus spent time giving us advice about it.    

Jesus tells us more when he says, ‘But about that day or hour no 

one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only 

the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time 

will come. Therefore, keep awake – for you do not know when the 

master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or 

at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he 

comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.’  

Christ is clear: use whatever calendar you like but you still won’t 

know when the second coming is about to happen, no one will, 

until it is upon you.  But we still need to be ready?  How to be 

ready for the masters return if we cannot know when he will 

return until he is at the gate?  Simple, says Jesus: Stay Awake!  To 

put it another way, if you don’t want to be asleep when the 

master returns but you won’t know when he will return…don’t go 

to sleep at all!  If you don’t want to be caught speeding by  an 

unmarked police car, don’t speed at all! 

What does this mean for us then?  What might we infer? 

I think two things.  Firstly, if the medieval plagues, the black 

death, the starvation caused by two years of rain which killed half 

of all Europeans at least did not presage Christ’s return, what will?  

If the destruction of the temple in AD70, if the first world war, the 

second world war, if neither the holocaust nor Hiroshima nor the 

Covid plague of 2020 actually signified the second coming then 

the dark things Jesus spoke of haven’t happened.  Whatever bad 

times this world throws at us, they aren’t the ones Christ meant.  

It rather looks like the old saying about knowing it when you see 

it would be appropriate: how will we know when the second 

coming is here? If you have to ask, it isn’t!  So, whatever bad 

times we go through, these are simply bad times.  When God 

comes, you’ll know! 

The second thing I think is this: given that we will know when 

Christ is at the gate and not before, and given that it hasn’t 

happened yet, we are still in a state of limbo.  Any day now it 

might happen.  Of course it might not happen in our lifetimes, it 

might not happen for ten thousand years, but it might happen 

tomorrow.  It might happen next week or next year or this 

afternoon.  So let us take heed of Jesus words and stay awake.  

Let us be ready.  Let us be in a state such that when Jesus does 

return he looks at us and says “well done true and faithful 

servant” and not “get thee behind me Satan!”.   

Friends, Advent is a wonderful time of recollection and it ought to 

lead into a time of joy and fun.  But more than this it ought to 

remind us that we ourselves need to be better reflections of the 

glory of God.   Yes, the baby Jesus came to us in a stable amid the 

winters snow…but were we ready and deserving of such a gift?  

Are we ready now? 

Perhaps in return for God’s gift of a son given unto us, a people 

who walked in darkness, we should give God and everyone else a 

gift.  The gift of a new us, a new and better person in the old skin.  

A person who does not sleep, does not waver and is always ready 

when the master returns. Amen 

Prayers  
Led by Mandy 

Today we celebrate the start of Advent, our ‘New year’. A time 

when we reflect on all that has past and patiently wait for the 

coming of our Lord; a chance to focus again on the wonder of the 

virgin birth. Our world has seemed a very dark place of late, 

turmoil and uncertainty abide everywhere. We thank you God for 

providing us with a light in the darkness and the reassurance that 

you will always be there to guide our path. 

Lord be our light in the darkness 

Our World feels like it is in freefall and now more than ever we 

need leaders who are striving to provide a fair and just world. We 

pray that all those in positions of authority, use their powers 

wisely, always putting love and humility above pride and conceit. 

Let their hearts and minds be open to your guiding hand in all 

that they do. When we feel powerless and oppressed we pray that 

you will be our voice and be heard. 

Lord be our light in the darkness 

The pandemic has left many lonely and disorientated but it has 

also been a time when we have seen the best in our family, 

friends and communities. We give thanks for all those who have 

been working tirelessly to provide care and support to others in 

these difficult times; our families and friends, our communities, all 

care workers. Their faces and actions reflect your goodness at 

work in the World, an answer to our prayers. 

Lord be our light in the darkness 

Losing a loved one is always a difficult time but the current 

restrictions have made bereavement an even more sad and lonely 

time for many.  We remember those who have recently died; here 

in Pitton we pray for Ray Harris and ask for your blessing and 

support for his family and for all those who are in mourning, be 

their comforter O Lord. Let us all take a moment to remember 

those we have lost, who are now with you in your house, shining 

in glory………….. 

 Lord be our light in the darkness 

O God of darkness and light, you come into our nights and days 

in Christ your Son. Keep us watchful and alert for the dawn of his 

presence each day so that we may welcome him when he comes 

in our final hour and at the end of time. Amen 

Our Father, which art in heaven,  

Hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy Kingdom come.  

Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

As we forgive them that trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

But deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

The power, and the glory,  

For ever and ever. Amen. 

Merciful Father,  

accept these prayers  

for the sake of your son,  

our Saviour Jesus Christ, Amen. 



 
The Blessing 
 

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 

scatter the darkness from before your path, 

and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.    

In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
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