
Sunday Worship  
in the  

Clarendon Churches 
15th November 2020 

2 Before Advent 
 

 
This Service can be found with sound and 

video at  

https://ClarendonCofE.org/201115 

Welcome   
By Revd David 

The Collect 
 

Heavenly Lord, 

you long for the world’s salvation: 

stir us from apathy, 

restrain us from excess 

and revive in us new hope 

that all creation will one day be healed 

in Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  

New Testament Reading 
Read by Michael Barratt 

Matthew 25.14-30 

“Again, the Kingdom of Heaven can be illustrated by the story of 

a man going on a long trip. He called together his servants and 

entrusted his money to them while he was gone. He gave five 

bags of silver to one, two bags of silver to another, and one bag 

of silver to the last—dividing it in proportion to their abilities. He 

then left on his trip. 

“The servant who received the five bags of silver began to invest 

the money and earned five more. The servant with two bags of 

silver also went to work and earned two more. But the servant 

who received the one bag of silver dug a hole in the ground and 

hid the master’s money. 

“After a long time their master returned from his trip and called 

them to give an account of how they had used his money. The 

servant to whom he had entrusted the five bags of silver came 

forward with five more and said, ‘Master, you gave me five bags 

of silver to invest, and I have earned five more.’ 

“The master was full of praise. ‘Well done, my good and faithful 

servant. You have been faithful in handling this small amount, so 

now I will give you many more responsibilities. Let’s celebrate 

together!’ 

“The servant who had received the two bags of silver came 

forward and said, ‘Master, you gave me two bags of silver to 

invest, and I have earned two more.’ 

“The master said, ‘Well done, my good and faithful servant. You 

have been faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will 

give you many more responsibilities. Let’s celebrate together!’ 

“Then the servant with the one bag of silver came and said, 

‘Master, I knew you were a harsh man, harvesting crops you didn’t 

plant and gathering crops you didn’t cultivate. I was afraid I would 

lose your money, so I hid it in the earth. Look, here is your money 

back.’ 

“But the master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy servant! If you knew 

I harvested crops I didn’t plant and gathered crops I didn’t 

cultivate, why didn’t you deposit my money in the bank? At least I 

could have gotten some interest on it.’ 

“Then he ordered, ‘Take the money from this servant, and give it 

to the one with the ten bags of silver. To those who use well what 

they are given, even more will be given, and they will have an 

abundance. But from those who do nothing, even what little they 

have will be taken away. Now throw this useless servant into outer 

darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

Talk 
By Revd Cynthia 

At the moment I think many of us have had a ‘joy bypass,’ not 

surprisingly.  I think it’s very easy, this time round, to feel rather 

embittered and cross about the situation we’re in.  I think some 

people feel that God has deserted us. Yet we are God’s children, 

and the message we’ve been given is that God is love, God is 

hope and He sent his Son to give us the Good News that He is 

with us always, even after death.  Without our Christian 

community around us it’s easy to despair, but the Comforter is 

there, travelling with us, holding us close. 

The third slave in our parable is embittered and angry too.  

Nowadays we’d probably say that he had a difficult childhood 

and blame his parents for his negative attitude.  His life has 

probably been hard and somewhere along the way he lost his joy 

in it.  He knows his master, but also fears and dislikes him and 

looks upon him as a maverick.  Why on earth would the master 

give their slaves a huge amount of money and then go off for an 

unspecified time.  The master knows his slaves well and they 

know him.  They know it’s a test and each approaches it in their 

own way. 

The third slave thinks his master doesn’t trust him, giving him less 

than the others, his bitterness gnaws at him.  ‘Why should I 

bother,’ he thinks.  His resentment grows and eventually bubbles 

up when his master returns, and he pours out his bile, his dislike, 

and his return of nothing on the talent.  His master says, ‘If you’re 

so scared of me why didn’t you try to please me?’  The slave is so 

obsessed with his own failure he can’t see that all the other slaves 

are rewarded for their efforts both great and small.  To this man 

his master, God, is not ‘good news’, he’s shouting, ‘This is your 

fault God, not mine’, he doesn’t want good news because he’s 

sure there’ll be a drawback, he’d rather do nothing. 

Christian obedience is meant to be active, the Church is called not 

just to be, but to act.  We are meant to achieve something for 

Christ with the encouragement of our Christian community.  

We’re not Christians just for our own spiritual survival, but in 

order to serve God and use the gifts and opportunities he gives 

us, even now in lockdown, to spread the good news.  We mustn’t 

sit back and do nothing.  First and foremost, at the moment, we 

must pray.  We can keep in touch with the lonely and depressed 

and show God’s love in small things 

The Thessalonians want God’s good news, even though they are 

apprehensive about it.  This good news isn’t something to take 

lightly.  You have to be prepared for it, live your life in 

anticipation of it, stick together and help each other.  So why 

should the ‘good news’ of the love of God alarm people?  

Possibly because we have never experienced anything like God’s 

total, consuming, transforming and very perceptive love, and 

aren’t ready for it.  God sees us for who we are like the Master in 

the parable. 



The first two servants knew their master was daring and rash and 

the master liked them enough to dare and encourage them to be 

adventurous, trusting the treasure would multiply, and it did 

indeed.  It’s so tempting, now, to sit back and do nothing, but 

whatever our calling, large or small, it’s worthwhile if we do it 

honestly and effectively for Christ, building up the treasure 

brought by his good news, both in good times and in bad.  God 

given talents must be used for his kingdom and they will reap 

great rewards.  Amen 

Prayers  
Led by Revd Jane 

Lord God giver of all good gifts, 

we give you thanks for all that you have given us, 

may we share our talents and use them  

for the benefit of other and for your glory. 

Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our Prayer. 

Lord God giver of all good things, 

we ask your blessing on all who use their gifts to improve our 

world, and work for your kingdom to come on earth. 

We remember those who are unable to use their talents to the 

full, through oppression or other circumstances. 

Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our Prayer. 

Lord God giver of all good gifts, 

we ask your blessing on our homes, 

that they may be places where talent if fostered. 

We ask you to bless all schools and places of learning  

and all who help others develop their skills 

Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our Prayer. 

Lord God giver of all good gifts, 

bless all who can nott live their lives to their full ability,  

due to illness or through lack of opportunity, or poverty. 

We pray for those who are struggling with anxiety at this time, 

and we pray for all those known to us who are ill. 

Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our Prayer. 

Lord God giver of all good gifts, 

we thank you for your gift to us of eternal life, 

we ask your blessing on all those who grieve the loss of loved 

ones departed 

Merciful Father,  

accept these prayers  

for the sake of your son,  

our Saviour Jesus Christ, Amen. 

Blessing 
 

May the Lord bless you and protect you, 

May the lord smile on you, 

and be gracious to you. 

may the lord show you his favour 

and give you his peace. 

And the blessing of God the Father, 

God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit 

be with all of you now and always. 

Amen. 
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