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Welcome   
By Revd Simon 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

The Collect 
Almighty God,  

you have made us for yourself,  

and our hearts are restless till they find their rest in you: pour 

your love into our hearts and draw us to yourself, and so bring 

us at last to your heavenly city  

where we shall see you face to face;  

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  

who is alive and reigns with you,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

New Testament Reading 

Matthew 21.33-46     Read by Zoë Clewer 

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people: 

‘Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted 

a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built 

a watch-tower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to 

another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his 

slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants 

seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned 

another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and 

they treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to 

them, saying, “They will respect my son.” But when the tenants 

saw the son, they said to themselves, “This is the heir; come, let 

us kill him and get his inheritance.” So they seized him, threw 

him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner 

of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?’ They 

said to him, ‘He will put those wretches to a miserable death, 

and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the 

produce at the harvest time.’  

Jesus said to them, ‘Have you never read in the scriptures:  

 “The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the cornerstone; 

 this was the Lord’s doing, 

  and it is amazing in our eyes”? 

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away 

from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the 

kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to 

pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.’  

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, 

they realized that he was speaking about them. They wanted to 

arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded 

him as a prophet. 

Talk 
By Revd Simon 

Today’s gospel reading at first sight seems to be yet another 

dispute between the Chief priest and the Pharisees, but there is 

more in the account which challenges and inspires us today. 

Jesus uses the model of the vineyard and the tenants And it’s an 

image which the people would have known very well as the 

story of the-people-of-Faith’s relationship with God that we 

hear in Isaiah 5 set for the Old Testament reading today. So the 

people, listening to Jesus telling his story of the vineyard would 

have responded to it on a number of different levels. It starts off 

well: “There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a 

fence around it dug a wine press and built a watch tower.” And 

the listeners probably would have sympathized with that 

landowner: They can imagine the hard, hot, back-breaking work 

that goes into clearing a piece of land, making a fence and 

planting the vines. They can identify with the pleasure of the 

completed task, and looking forward to years of grapes and 

wine. 

But then Jesus’ story of the vineyard shifts: the landowner walks 

off - leaves the country, and the hearers would probably be less 

impressed at this. All that work in clearing and planting, and it 

turns out just to be a financial investment, not a heritage for his 

future generations. 

On another level, the chief-priests and Pharisees – would have 

instantly got the biblical model that comes from Isaiah chapter 5. 

And probably, would have been listening for the refinements: 

for the differences from the original, to see in which direction 

Jesus is taking the story. And they would have quickly spotted 

the major difference, which is that this is not about what the 

vineyard has done wrong, ( as it is in Isaiah ) where the vineyard 

yields wild grapes but it’s about the tenants who fall out with 

the workers. 

So, this is not about God’s judgment on the whole of his people: 

the whole of the vineyard but only some categories of people 

within it: its about them – the chief priest and the Pharisees: 

those that are the tenants-of-God’s-faith for the people. 

And these tenants-of-the-vineyard seem to be acting out some 

rather crazy logic. They start with the killing of the landowner’s 

slaves who come to collect the harvest, but then this escalates 

and ends up in their murder of the landowner’s heir. That first 

getting rid of the slaves buys them a bit more time to enjoy the 

produce of the vineyard. And so their mad calculations might 

just have led them to believe that there was some point to it. 

But their actions are completely oriented to the short term. 

They don't stop to think about the increasingly heavy penalty 

they are earning for themselves. and their final act shows that 

long-term thinking wasn’t within their capabilities at all. How 

could they ever have convinced themselves that getting rid of 

the heir would make the vineyard theirs? It’s ludicrous that the 

owner suddenly going to make his son's murderers his heirs! 

But they probably have become so possessive of the vineyard 

that they only see the produce, the harvest, as theirs. 

And in fact, Jesus doesn't have to deliver the punchline to the 

story at all! But asks it from the crowd - to reiterate the 

conclusion of the judgment. He says: “What do you think the 

owner of the vineyard will do with the tenants when he 

comes?” All his audience know what is bound to happen. And 

the reaction of the chief priests and Pharisees is honest. They 

say: “Their time would be up - and new tenants would be 

found” 

And it’s strange that with all their biblical knowledge, and 

realizing this is a story about them: the leaders of the people, 



you would have expected them to reject Jesus's interpretation. 

You would expect them to argue “We are not like that,” “that 

is a completely unfair characterization of us.” They could have 

said “We have always tried to give God his harvest. we maintain 

our biblical laws which are set up to do just that. You're the 

one, Jesus, who is trying to change things to stop us doing this, 

and keep the produce for yourself, not us.” 

It’s a problem for all of us who are religious who are left in 

charge of God’s kingdom - his Vineyard here on earth. And I 

wonder, would we so easily recognize ourselves as the villains 

of the piece today? Us the church, for us as leaders of the 

church, and each of us as workers in God’s vineyard. It’s a good 

reality check for our PCCs, finances, and church’s future 

mission. 

And this may not quite be the vineyard story that Jesus would 

tell for us, as I can imagine a lot more answers, or excuses, 

legalistic or social we would give when the landlord sent to 

collect his produce. The version of the story that we might hear 

if Jesus told it today might go like this: 

Now when the owner of the vineyard came to gather his 

produce from his tenants, They said, “Well we have committees 

and synods, and well, at the moment, we cannot agree about 

the best method for harvesting the grapes, and so we cannot 

possibly work together until that is decided.'  

Or perhaps they might have said, “Ah yes, the harvest. But I'm 

afraid we had to sell all the grapes to cover the next twenty 

years payment for the maintenance of our watch tower. and as 

soon as that's under control, you shall have your produce.” 

Or “We're terribly sorry, we are all a bit frail now and we 

couldn't find anyone to help us harvest the grapes, so they've all 

rotted on the vines. Could you just find us a few more helpers?” 

Or even, “Well, we’re not really working at the moment we’re 

not allowed to do the things we usually do - there’s a pandemic, 

but as soon as it’s all over, we’ll work out where we are.” 

Of course, that is an unfair caricature of our relationship with 

God and his church … but then Jesus’ story for the Pharisees 

was also exaggerated and unfair. But he does say that the 

Kingdom of God will be given to a people who produce the 

fruits of the kingdom. 

These are difficult times, and with church life feeling rather 

different. it’s all too easy to think that the harvest: the mission 

of the church can only be put on hold. “It is what it is” – I hear 

people saying. But in some way, that sort of misses the point. 

While we struggle now in the short-term, we must not lose the 

bigger and long-term vision of God’s saving purpose. 

The Collect for today gives us a way forward through these 

difficult times “Almighty God you have made us for yourselves 

and our hearts, are hearts are restless till they find their rest in 

you. so pour your love into our hears and draw us to yourself.” 

That is our desire –not to isolate ourselves in all things as 

individuals but to know God as our Father and know Jesus as 

friend. and so we may be “continually given to all good works: 

good fruit of the harvest”, as the post communion prayer puts it 

today. 

There may be difficult and unknown times ahead but walking 

along with God, finding our rest in him it’s less of a short-term 

project, and more of a life-time adventure. And as we take that 

adventure with God. we can by his grace be the church, as 

tenants and workers producing the harvest of plenty. It may not 

be the journey we expect – but I trust it will be amazing.  

Every blessing to you as you stay faithful. Amen. 

Prayers  
Led by Lisa Rodrigues 

In the power of the Spirit and union with Christ let us pray to 

the Father. 

Merciful God, help to respect and protect your fragile and 

beautiful planet. Help us to appreciate the diversity of your 

creation, and to live in harmony with all races and cultures. May 

we live in unity with all you have made. 

Lord in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 

Merciful God, bless your church. Bless archbishop Justin, 

Bishops Nicholas, Karen and Andrew and archdeacon Alan. 

Bless the clergy of this diocese and the Clarendon team as  you 

shape your church of the future. Bless and guide Beth as she 

prepares to take up her new post.  

Lord in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 

Merciful God, give wisdom to those in positions of authority 

who make decisions of international, national and local 

importance. May your truth and justice prevail.  

Lord in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 

Merciful God, use us as channels of blessing to those in need. 

Bless and guide all of your nations as they struggle with the 

pandemic, with poverty and conflict. May the people of greatest 

need know your peace. 

Lord in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 

Merciful God, pour your blessings on our local communities, on 

the housebound and the lonely, the homeless. Bless our schools 

and small businesses, protect those who attend university, 

strengthen those who work in the NHS and care for others. 

Grant peace to those who are concerned about their future, 

may they trust that you hold them in the palm of your hand. 

Lord in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 

Merciful God, bring wholeness and healing to those who suffer 

in mind, body and spirit. We bring before you all those who are 

known to us who are in need, may they experience your loving 

presence. Bring comfort to all who are bereaved, may their faith 

and hope in your promises grow amidst sorrow and loss. 

Merciful God, welcome into your light those who have recently 

died: their earthly journey complete may they rest in peace and 

rise in glory. 

Lord in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 

Merciful God, in this moment of silence hear our prayers as we 

offer our concerns to you knowing you already know what is on 

our heart and your Spirit intercedes where we have no words. 

Lord in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 

Merciful Father 

Accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son  

Our Saviour Jesus Christ 

Amen. 

Blessing 
The God of all hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

and the blessing of God Almighty, 

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 

be amongst you, and remain with you always. 

Amen. 


