
 
 

Worship at Home - 13th September 2020 
 

The Collect – Trinity 14 
Almighty God, whose only Son has opened for us a new 
and living way into your presence: give us pure hearts 
and steadfast wills to worship you in spirit and in truth; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Gospel Matthew 18:21-35 
Peter came and said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if another member 
of the church sins against me, how often should I 
forgive? As many as seven times?’ Jesus said to him, ‘Not 
seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. For this 
reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 
king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When 
he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten 
thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could 
not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with 
his wife and children and all his possessions, and 
payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before 
him, saying, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you 
everything.” And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave 
released him and forgave him the debt. But that same 
slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow-slaves 
who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the 
throat, he said, “Pay what you owe.” Then his fellow-
slave fell down and pleaded with him, “Have patience 
with me, and I will pay you.” But he refused; then he 
went and threw him into prison until he would pay the 
debt. When his fellowslaves saw what had happened, 
they were greatly distressed, and they went and 
reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his 
lord summoned him and said to him, “You wicked slave! 
I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 
Should you not have had mercy on your fellow-slave, as 
I had mercy on you?” And in anger his lord handed him 
over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So 
my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if 
you do not forgive your brother or sister from your 
heart.’  
 

Homily: Revd. Beth 
As our schools settle into a new academic year, church 
schools in particular will focus once again on Christian 
values. Whilst there are many to choose from, some 
schools might have forgiveness as one of their core 
school values. When we are young it is relatively easy to 
learn to say sorry when we are in the wrong, but how 
does it become more than just a word? 
 

I don’t think we can talk about forgiveness without 
talking about penitence. To say sorry is firstly to 
acknowledge that we have thought, said, or done 
something which has hurt or let somebody else down. A 

relationship is in a rocky place. One of the forms of 
confession we use contains a powerful description of the 
state of our relationship with God when we sin: ‘We have 
wounded your love, and marred your image in us’. 
 

When we acknowledge our wrongdoing, we 
acknowledge it first to ourselves, and then to the one 
we have wronged. This raises interesting questions 
about whether we need somebody to express remorse 
before we forgive them. It’s fascinating to hear stories 
of people who have lost loved ones in atrocities, for 
example, terrorist attacks, but who publicly forgive the 
perpetrators without having met them or received an 
apology. 
 

I don’t know about you, but whenever I say sorry, I also 
feel a strong urge to make amends in other ways – to 
put things right – to make up for the wrongdoing. I’m 
not sure if that is more for my benefit or for the person 
I am trying to appease. We could say it is trying to 
atone for the sin. In the Jewish Temple system of the 
Old Testament, there was no atonement without 
sacrifice. Saying sorry was never enough. There was a 
price to pay – usually that of an animal. A lamb was 
slain or a scapegoat was sent out into the wilderness 
carrying the sins of the people. In Christian terms, 
depending on which doctrinal path you favour, you 
might speak of Jesus ‘paying the price’ for us, or being 
the ‘sacrificial lamb’. 
 

Whenever we do wrong by somebody we can’t go out 
and slaughter an animal to make up for it. It’s not fair 
on the animal, and as Christians, we don’t believe that 
is the way to restore relationships between humans or 
with God. 
 

I grew up with the idea that ‘sorry means you won’t do 
it again’, at least it’s your intention not to do it again. 
This fits in well with the Greek word for repentance: 
metanoia, which literally means a turning around. If we 
were to use the full symbolism available to us at 
baptism services, we would make the declarations 
which include repenting of sins whilst facing west (to 
the setting sun), and then turn east to declare that we 
‘turn’ to Christ, and intend to lead a new life. 
 

Being forgiven and offering forgiveness are two sides 
of the same coin. In the Lord’s Prayer, we pray the 
words, ‘Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us’. In today’s parable, Jesus tells a dramatic 
story to illustrate the mutuality of forgiving and being 
forgiven. Forgiveness is the gift of somebody else to us. 
Why would we not share that gift ourselves? 
Forgiveness is one of the ultimate expressions of love. 
A parent will forgive their child over and over and over 
again. In the same way God is ready to forgive us over 
and over and over again – not just seventy seven times 
or seventy times seven as some translations have it, 
but infinitely. 
 



The other thing that this reading teaches us is that 
nothing is too large or too small to be forgiven. The 
debt of the second servant was tiny in comparison to 
that of the first, but they were both burdened by their 
situation. In our relationships with one another, what 
might seem a tiny transgression to one, might seem a 
major breakdown in relationship to another. 
 

Perhaps the experience of being forgiven is as much a 
prompt for a metanoia, a turning around of life, as 
personal reflection on the misdemeanour. The reality 
of somebody being prepared to be gracious to us when 
we have no right to expect it, is can be overwhelming 
and transformative. In the parable, if the unforgiving 
servant had been gracious in receiving forgiveness and 
recognised the sacrifice of love in that act, he would 
have been more ready to offer the same gift. It is in 
accepting forgiveness that we learn to forgive freely, 
and recognise that nothing is too large or too small to 
be forgiven. 
 
Intercessions 
Lord although we acknowledge you to be our one 
Master whom we all serve, yet we also remember that 
you came down to us as a Servant yourself to give your 
life that we might be saved. Remembering this we ask 
you to help us to focus our minds in common prayer to 
you knowing that you listen to us and know our 
individual thoughts and troubles. 
Let us pray to the Lord, the generous giver of all our 
needs, for the Church and for the world.  
  
Grant that the Church may have grace to feed all who 
are hungry for the world of salvation. Keep your people 
faithful in obedience, and untiring in works of mercy. 
Come to the aid of the many who wander the 
wilderness places of the world, unsatisfied but not 
knowing what it is that they are seeking … Give to those 
in authority hearts of compassion not to turn away 
those who need their care both here and overseas and 
help us forgive those who may have trespassed against 
us as you have already forgiven them. 
Lord in your mercy - Hear our prayer. 
 
Make us more hospitable in our dealings with others, 
ready to meet the bodily and emotional needs of those 
who come into our lives even if we cannot at this time 
take them in under our roof … bless the helpers in the 
community who feed the hungry and bring food to 
those who either through self-isolation or disability 
cannot prepare it themselves. 
Lord in your mercy - Hear our prayer. 
 
Have mercy on the hungry, the victims of famine, the 
homeless the refugees and all who have too little food 
for their needs … Give power and strength to the 
agencies that work for their relief. 
Lord in your mercy - Hear our prayer. 

Lord, we again thank you for our churches and the 
fellowship and blessings which we share here in the 
Clarendon Team. We thank you for all those who 
minister in your church here. We ask you to give us all, 
a fresh understanding and a clear vision of what is 
needed to proclaim your gospel in this place, what it is 
that you are calling us to do at this difficult time in our 
history; that together we may respond to the call to be 
your disciples and so rejoice in the blessings of your 
kingdom, remembering that all things come from you 
and what you give us, we give back to you.  
 
Lord in your mercy  - Hear our prayer. 
 
Lord, we remember that in your ministry you gathered 
together your disciples as a family to serve and share 
fellowship with you; bless our own families and protect 
and guide them as you did those whom you gathered 
together in your presence on Earth; Help us to love one 
another to keep to your commandments and teachings 
– in a brief moment let us offer up our prayers and 
thoughts where we know we or others whom we love 
need that guidance and a return from any wanderings 
away from our Faith…………………..  
Lord in your mercy - Hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for all those who suffer in mind, body or spirit, 
especially those known to us individually 
Be with them all Lord and grant them your healing 
grace. 
Lord in your mercy  - Hear our prayer 
 
Lord, we pray this morning for those families who have 
suffered recently from the loss of a loved one  
Be with those families who mourn and for all who have 
been bereaved, that you would give them comfort in 
their sorrowing. Jesus Christ is the light of the world, a 
light which no darkness can quench. And in our 
prayers, Lord, we also pray for the souls of those who 
are not mourned, those who have died lonely without 
friends or family to grieve their loss. 
 
Finally a prayer for ourselves: 
Lord, remind us of your gentleness and make us 
sensitive to the needs of others, even when no words 
are spoken. Help us never to quench the hopes and 
aspirations of others, nor deepen another’s sorrow.  
Help us to convey your peace, your comfort and love 
on all those we meet today and in the coming week 
remembering that we are meant to be your disciples 
and to serve you here on Earth in a way you would wish  
May our prayers be heard through the compassion of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of 
your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
 


