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Welcome   
By Revd Simon 

The Collect 
Almighty God, 
who called your Church to bear witness 

that you were in Christ reconciling the world to yourself: 
help us to proclaim the good news of your love, 
that all who hear it may be drawn to you; 

through him who was lifted up on the cross, 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Gospel 
Read by Revd Beth 

Matthew 20.1-16 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a 

landowner who went out early in the morning to hire 
labourers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the 
labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his 

vineyard. When he went out about nine o'clock, he saw 
others standing idle in the market-place; and he said to 
them, “You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you 

whatever is right.” So they went. When he went out again 
about noon and about three o'clock, he did the same. And 
about five o'clock he went out and found others standing 

around; and he said to them, “Why are you standing here 
idle all day?” They said to him, “Because no one has hired 
us.” He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” 

When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 
manager, “Call the labourers and give them their pay, 
beginning with the last and then going to the first.” When 

those hired about five o'clock came, each of them received 
the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they 
thought they would receive more; but each of them also 

received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, 
they grumbled against the landowner, saying, “These last 
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to 
us who have borne the burden of the day and the 

scorching heat.” But he replied to one of them, “Friend, I 
am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the 
usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I 

choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I 
not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? 
Or are you envious because I am generous?” So the last 

will be first, and the first will be last.’  

Talk 
By Revd Simon  

Today’s Gospel reading we just heard, is quite familiar: The 
labourers who come at different times of the day to the 
vineyard. Those who feel lucky that they have been hired 

at the start of the day and those still waiting to find work 

later and even those who come at the last moment. But all 

get paid the same. 

And it does not matter how many times I have heard it I 
get caught up sympathising with the labourers. There’s the 

sense, and shock that, at the end of the day, for them, 
somehow, it’s just not fair! 

I suppose the problem is we tend to put ourselves in the 

position of those who were asked to do the full day’s 
work, who work faithfully and diligently through the day 
through the scorching heat. And then, they see those who 

were the late-comers getting paid exactly what the first 
were expecting. The injustice of it all! We feel the plight of 
those who worked all day even though they got exactly 
what they were expecting for their good work. Those who 

arrived late during the day it’s almost as if they had pushed 
in! 

And that’s something that we here in England are not good 

at coping with: people pushing in! For we understand how 
queues work. To be honest it often feels like there’s some 
sort of investment being madeas we wait in a queue - and 

the longer we wait - the bigger the investment. 

Oh yes, we know we all have the same desire, but we just 
need to take it in turn. But strange emotional things seem 

to happen in queues! 

Some institutions have made queuing simple. Take the 
post-office - now you wait in the queue and when you’re 

at the front then you’re next it’s “Casher number three 
please” as the announcement goes. But I remember a time 
when it wasn’t like that. The main post office in 

Worcester, when I was a child had about fifteen desks 
behind the grills and the rest of the room was just a big 
hall. So as you came through the big front door you had to 

choose your queue and stick to it. Woe to anyone who 
changed queues, if they thought they could get through 
faster. And if the person in front had a complicated tax 

disc, or transaction you just felt you had to stick it out. So 
as we pick our fate in a queue we don’t like it when people 
push in. There’s that moment driving, (often happens on 
the A303 ) when there is a queue as you go down from 

dual-carriageway to single carriageway. You all know it’s 
happening so everybody pulls over into the slow lane to 
form that orderly queue – taking it in terns. Then there’s 

always somebody who knows better, comes down the fast 
lane, everybody thinks “they’re pushing in” rushing to the 
front. “Don’t let them in” “they’re cheating not worthy.” It 

can lead to some interesting discussions in cars! And if you 
are trying to join in from a side road into stationary traffic 
like that, you can often feel guilty. Waiting knowing that 

many in the queue will have waited much longer than you 
have. And then some kind soul let’s you in and you don’t 
feel worthy. 

Anyway, I digress. What has this all to do with God and 
the Good News? Well it is as if generosity in this world, 
whether it be letting cars in, or payment of wages, 

somehow has to be controlled or limited. But the parable 
(today’s Gospel) is, of course, an allegory for God’s 
generosity which is limitless! That’s why Jesus told the 

parable, that’s why it is still sort of shocking. that’s why 
our minds cant get round it. 

And like all parables there are two ends to the stick (so to 

say): If you picked up on the ‘It’s not fair’ feeling when you 
heard the parable, then I’m afraid you have the wrong end 
of the stick ! What you should have heard was: the Good 



News: You were the one who waved into the queue of 

standing traffic even though the queue went back miles: 
You were the one a new checkout was opened up for. In 
the parable you were out on the streets – unemployed  

and your invited in at the last minute, and you get paid just 
like everybody else. Because that’s actually who we are on 
a heavenly plain: That’s what it is like being a Christian. 

We’re not worthy - and yet we are welcomed in. God’s 
generosity: his mercy and forgiveness is beyond what we 
deserve. That’s the love of God, and that’s the type of love 

that we follow. It’s the love that we are all called to show 
into the world as we demonstrate out Christian lives into 
the world. 

So who are we then to consider limiting our generosity in 

anything? For in doing so, we are forgetting how much we 
have been forgiven as we demand harsh justice for others. 
But we should strive to bring justice to those who are the 

outsiders; we should welcome others in, not expecting 
them to pay the full price, but letting them discover for 
themselves what the work of being a Christian is as they 

grow - as they follow in the journey’s of faith. 

They too may discover that the work of being a Christian 
is hard because it demands us to love beyond our comfort 

zone. 

But the reward is amazing - it is salvation and the gift of 
eternal life. That’s Gods promise - that’s why he sent his 

son, and that’s why we call ourselves Christians.  Amen 

Prayers  

Led by Revd Jane 

Loving Creator God, 

We thank you for the beauty and balance of our world 
And the wonders and mystery of Creation 
Help us, to be a witness to you in the care of the planet. 

Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 

Loving Lord  

We pray for our Government and the Governments  
around the world. 
Give them wisdom in dealing with the pandemic. 

Help them to work for justice and peace in their countries. 
We pray for all those trapped in the cycle  
of poverty and deprivation  

And those caught up in conflict. 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 

Loving Lord 

We ask you to bless all employers,  
and especially those who direct multinational companies. 
That they may not abuse or mistreat treat their work force. 

We pray for all those who work for fair-trade 
We remember those who are unemployed and struggling  
to make ends meet. 

Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 

Loving God, 

We thank you for our homes and loved ones 
Help us to respect all who work,  
especially key workers in the caring professions and all who 

work in farming and food production. 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 

Loving Lord, 

We remember all ill and suffering people,  
At this time we continue to pray for all the thousands of people 
throughout the world who have suffered or are suffering in any 

way through COVID 19 
We pray that you might bring strength,  
comfort and healing to all. 

Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 

Loving Lord, 

We pray for the dying and those who love them 
We pray for those who have completed this life and made their 
journey through death  
And we pray for those who grieve their loss 

Merciful Father 
Accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son  

Our Saviour Jesus Christ 
Amen. 

Blessing 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you this day and remain with you always. 
Amen. 

 

Go in peace and love and serve the Lord.  

In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

Music  
Alderbury Virtual Choir: 

All thing Bright and Beautiful. - Rutter 


