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Welcome   
By Revd Simon 

We meet in the name of the Father  

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

The Collect 
Almighty God, 

who called your Church to bear witness 

that you were in Christ reconciling the world to yourself: 

help us to proclaim the good news of your love, 

that all who hear it may be drawn to you; 

through him who was lifted up on the cross, 

and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Gospel 
Read by Revd Beth 

Matthew 18.15-20 

Jesus spoke to his disciples. ‘If another member of the 

church sins against you, go and point out the fault when 

the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, 

you have regained that one. But if you are not listened to, 

take one or two others along with you, so that every word 

may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three 

witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it 

to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to 

the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax-

collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will 

be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will 

be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you 

agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for 

you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are 

gathered in my name, I am there among them.’  

Talk 
By Revd Simon  

It’s often said that we live in a litigious society today: A 

society where we have to be more conscious of aspects of 

say Health and Safety because someone might sue us if 

they had an accident; A society where we need to have 

insurance to cope with eventualities that might arise from 

a dispute if something happens; A society that if we fall out 

with our neighbours on something as simple as their tree 

in their garden blocking out light from ours we might go to 

a solicitor to set the ball rolling, and may even go to court 

over it. But “what ever happened” - we might say, “to 

those days when we just had respect and care for each 

other” without having to get all legalistic about it. Well 

here’s the surprise - It’s not a new thing! In Jesus’ day, if 

you had a dispute with your neighbour then the pair of you 

would go first to a judge who would make the ruling for 

you. You see - nothing has changed … well except for us: 

Jesus said that way of behaving-between-each-other is not 

what it’s all about. He said “Love one another” So is it 

loving, to bring your disputes out into public? Is it loving to 

grumble to others - without sorting it out directly with the 

person?  Jesus said in the gospel if you have a dispute: if 

someone has done something wrong first sort out your 

problems between yourselves, don’t go to a judge or 3rd 

party. Then, if you can’t sort it out directly bring in some 

friends who can help you sort it out. And if that fails, then 

get the community involved. And if that fails, just leave the 

other person alone, treat them like you would a gentile or 

tax-collector he says. But love one another - in all things! 

Which all sounds good but it’s actually a hard lesson for us 

to learn and put into practice, because we’re all very good 

at deciding what is right and wrong. So we can easily be 

our own judge-and-jury even before we have opened our 

hearts in love to the other person who has done us 

wrong.  

The current pandemic has been a decisive time which I feel 

has left many trying to judge the wisdom of individuals 

implement policies without often appreciating the 

magnitude of the decisions they are having to make. And 

when this is inflamed by social media, we can inadvertently, 

break apart society and its social interactions which should 

be held together by healthy relationships founded on a 

love for one another. And such breaks in relationship   can 

be in the smallest of encounters: Take shopping in the 

supermarket for example… 

Now let’s be honest: it’s not the best environment for 

social interactions, and not the easiest in the past few 

months  with masks, and one-way systems, and distancing. 

And if you are like me as you enter the supermarket 

doors, whether it be now, or any time in the past there is 

one thing going through your mind: “Right, let’s get this 

over with!” We often come to supermarket shopping with 

the attitude that it’s not going to be good. So when 

somebody blocks the aisle with their trolley; when they 

are taking too long to decide which yoghurt to have and 

are blocking you from getting the one you need; or they 

have gone up the wrong aisle and missed the new one-way 

system which you have painstakingly followed. Our hackles 

go up, and often as not love goes out the window and we 

internally grumble. We cease to be channels of love, as 

God asked and start to be channels of disdain which 

hopefully we aim to keep blocked so it doesn’t come out 

and we can still be superficially nice. But there is a voice 

inside us that wants to shout “Out of my way!” “Look I’m 

not enjoying this”, and “can’t you see you’re just making 

my shopping experience event worse!”  

Jesus said “Love one another” : find time to understand 

each other (that most precious commodity) find time to 

agree with one another in love and when just two or three 

meet and agree in love, then God is there with us. 

‘Love one another’ is such an exacting command that we 

can’t do it all by ourselves, of course we are going to fail 

it’s only human. But here is the important thing: it’s God, 

who helps us to perceive and know the right things to do, 

and it’s God who through his grace gives us the power to 

faithfully do them. But we have to be open to doing the 

things of his will, and in spending time listening to him and 

talking with him. You see he longs for it to be heaven here 

on earth, for us to practically realise love in all we do, for 

us to really dwell together in true peace and harmony. And 

I’m afraid, that’s our responsibility: it starts with us.  



Today our readings challenge us to be more aware of 

God’s will and that will be hard. We might even have to 

change our attitude while we shop we will have to take 

more time and care, to show love on the supermarket 

aisle or wherever we are.  But that’s the difference faith 

makes: His will be done - here on earth as it is in heaven, 

through our actions. 

Grant that we may want to love, as he loves us, and love 

our neighbours as ourselves through Jesus Christ Our 

Lord  Amen. 

Prayers  

Led by Zoë Clewer 

Father God, as Summer turns to Autumn, we give thanks that 

we have the freedom to meet together to worship from our 

homes and for the skills and technology that allow this. We give 

thanks for our faith and fellowship and for all that we mean to 

each other. Let us live peacefully together in the love of God. 

Lord, we pray you will bless our congregations and our 

ministers, in our team and all over the world. We pray for their 

ministry, teaching and pastoral care of all your people. Let us 

live peacefully together in the love of God. 

We lift to your healing father the world and its inhabitants to 

shun cruelty for kindness, violence of word or action with to be 

quenched by love instead  

and to replace greed with generosity and consideration for 

human-kind and the plant and animal kingdoms which you 

created for us. May we grow in concern and action befitting 

your love for all creation. Let us live peacefully and respectfully 

in the love of God. 

Be the guide of those in positions of leadership Lord. May they 

have the clarity information they need to make the best 

possible decisions, to support health, employment and 

education, to make the most of scant resources. Only you truly 

know how unequal these last six months have been. We pray 

you will help us to preserve dignity in all our interactions across 

the nations and ages of man from cradle to grave. Let us live 

peacefully together in the love of God. 

We place in to your care those who are feeling anxious or 

upset, those who are fearful or overwhelmed by the future. We 

think of those receiving or giving or responsible for education at 

this time. For those who have had their plans upturned, show 

them you are with them Lord and that you will be their guide. 

Let us live mindfully together in the love of God. 

We bring to Our Father those who are ill, awaiting treatment 

and those in hospital and all those that minister to them in any 

way.  

We pray for those we know will be with him soon and those we 

have loved and miss that have gone before us. We take a few 

moments now to name the ill, bereaved and dying in our hearts. 

Let us live compassionately together in the love of God. 

We commit the coming week to you Lord and ask that you 

move powerfully in our lives and actions so that we can be 

witnesses to your boundless love and for your son our saviour 

Jesus Christ. Let us live our lives boldly together secure in the 

boundless love of God. 

Let us in our voices in the prayer Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive them that trespass 

against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

the power and the glory for ever and ever  

Amen. 

Blessing 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be upon you this day and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 

Go in peace and love and serve the Lord.  

In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

Music  
Alderbury Virtual Choir: 

The Lord Bless you and keep you. - Rutter 


