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12th Sunday after Trinity 

 

 
Praise & Thanksgiving 
We thank God for the world he has made, 
and for all his love and care. 
 

For the warmth of the sun, Father in heaven 
we give you thanks and praise. 
For the rain which makes things grow,Father in heaven 
we give you thanks and praise. 
For the woods and the fields, Father in heaven 
we give you thanks and praise. 
For the sea and the sky, Father in heaven 
we give you thanks and praise. 
For the flowers and the animals, Father in heaven 
we give you thanks and praise. 
For families and holidays, Father in heaven 
we give you thanks and praise. 
For all your gifts, Father in heaven 
we give you thanks and praise. Amen. 
 

The Collect 
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready 
to hear than we to pray and to give more than either we 
desire or deserve: 
pour down upon us the abundance of your mercy, 
forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid 
and giving us those good things which we are not worthy 
to ask but through the merits and mediation of Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

The Gospel Reading: Matthew 16:21-28 
From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that 
he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at 
the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and 
be killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter took 
him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, ‘God forbid it, 
Lord! This must never happen to you.’ But he turned and 
said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling-
block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine 
things but on human things.’ Then Jesus told his disciples, 
‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For 
those who want to save their life will lose it, and those 
who lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it 
profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their 
life? Or what will they give in return for their life? For the 
Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his 
Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has 
been done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing here 
who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man 
coming in his kingdom.’ 
 

Talk: Revd. Cynthia 
 

I remember, when I was going nursing in London, my 
mother became very anxious about what I was letting 
myself in for.  She knew I would see some pretty awful 
things, but nothing she said could put me off.  And, in the 
same way, during lockdown, many families were 
desperate with worry about loved ones, Dr’s and nurses, 
being exposed to coronavirus, and in some cases tried to 
dissuade them.  But for those Dr’s and nurses it’s what 
they do, their calling, which is to help the sick and do their 
best to heal them. For some of them, as we know, the 
result was death.  On the other hand nothing would have 
dissuaded them from doing it.  How tempting, like Peter, 
to say ‘God Forbid!’ 
 

Our gospel follows on immediately from last week when 
Peter declares Jesus Lord and is called his rock.  How 
shocking it must have been when Jesus then said, ‘Get 
you behind me Satan,’ to him.  I think we have to assume 
that, in fact, it’s a real temptation for Jesus. Like the 
tempter in the desert Peter is offering him a way out, a 
detour around Jerusalem with all its risk of pain and 
death.  For a moment, perhaps, the possibility seems real 
to Jesus. 
 

Does this say we should all endanger our lives for God?  
Of course not, for it’s the quality of our lives that God 
cares about, the depth the scope and the fullness of them.  
The deep secret of Jesus’ hard words to us in this gospel 
is that our fear of suffering and death robs us of life, 
because fear of death brings fear of life. Life cannot be 
shut up in a box and saved, that’s not living.  It’s the same 
as rushing water put in a jar remains water but becomes 
undrinkable and loses its essence until its returned to the 
living water it came from. 
 

Peter misses the most important part of what Jesus says.  
He says he will be killed, but ‘on the third day be raised.’  
Peter missed that part, he got stuck on the suffering and 
death part and said ‘God forbid Lord,’ without noticing 
that after that there is life again, abundant life, life for 
Jesus and for all of us, that can never be cut off. 
 

Taking up our cross and following Jesus is about living a 
life that matters, a life for Christ’s sake, a life that, as 
much as possible, is lived to be poured out for others, 
knowing that when our own lives run out God will have 
more life in store for us. 
 

There can be a lot of pain involved in being human and 
fully alive in a world where persecution seems to be 
growing.  Fear of death is a natural thing, Jesus’ enemies 
counted on his fear of death to shut him up and shut him 
down, but they were wrong.  He certainly may have been 
afraid, but he didn’t let his fear stop him. He didn’t get 
stuck on the suffering and death part, he saw something 
on the other side worth every risk required to reach it. 
 



Many of us have had that constant nagging feeling in the 
back of the mind that is so often God calling us. Today 
many of us are feeling really sad that it’s Beth’s last Team 
service with us and don’t want her to go.  But who are we 
to question God’s will for her. There is a very good reason 
why Beth is going to the Whitton Team, God has work for 
her to do there and I’m sure she will do it brilliantly. 
 

And so we must take up our cross, not allowing it to weigh 
us down so much that we bend under the weight, but so 
that we feel the strength, power and love of the one who 
bore it for us, and do it for Him. 
 

Prayers 
Gracious God, fountain of all wisdom, 
we pray for all Christian people; for Bishops Nicholas, 

Karen and Andrew, for all Christian leaders, 
and for those who teach and guard the faith. 
May the word of Christ dwell richly in our hearts, 
and knit us together in the bond of your love. 
Hear us. Hear us, good Lord. 
 

We pray for the leaders of the nations, 
and for those in authority under them. 
Give them the gift of your wisdom, 
and a right discernment in all things. 
Hear us. Hear us, good Lord. 
 

We pray for our villages, for those who live and work 
here, and for those who visit. 

Speak your word of peace in our midst, and help us to 
serve one another as Christ has served us. 

Hear us. Hear us, good Lord. 
 

We pray for those who do not believe, and yet who 
long to know you, the very Word of life. 

Open their ears to hear your voice, and open their 
hearts to the knowledge of your love in Christ. 

Hear us. Hear us, good Lord. 
 

We pray for those bowed down with grief, fear or 
sickness. May your living Word bring comfort and 
healing to all those in need. 

Hear us. Hear us, good Lord. 
 

We give thanks for all those who have died in the faith 
of Christ and we rejoice with all your saints, trusting 
in the promise of your word fulfilled. 

Lord of life, hear our prayer, and make us one in heart 
and mind to serve you with joy for ever. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
The peace of God which passes all understanding keep 

your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of 
God and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, and the 
blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit be amongst you and remain with you 
always. Amen. 
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