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 16th August 2020 
10th Sunday after Trinity 

 

Acclamation (based on Psalm 46) 
The Lord is with us, he is our stronghold; 
God will help at the break of day. 
The Lord is with us, he is our stronghold; 
God will help at the break of day. 
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 
trouble: God will help at the break of day. 
We will not fear, though the earth be moved, and though 
the mountains be toppled into the depths of the sea: 
God will help at the break of day. 
Come now and look upon the works of the Lord, 
what awesome things he has done on earth: 
God will help at the break of day. 
Be still and know that I am God; I will be exalted among 
the nations; I will be exalted in the earth: 
God will help at the break of day. 
 

The Collect 
Let your merciful ears, O Lord, be open to the prayers of 
your humble servants; and that they may obtain their 
petitions make them to ask such things as shall please you; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Gospel Reading: Matthew 15:10-28 
Then he called the crowd to him and said to them, ‘Listen 
and understand: it is not what goes into the mouth that 
defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that 
defiles.’ Then the disciples approached and said to him, ‘Do 
you know that the Pharisees took offence when they heard 
what you said?’ He answered, ‘Every plant that my heavenly 
Father has not planted will be uprooted. Let them alone; 
they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person 
guides another, both will fall into a pit.’ But Peter said to 
him, ‘Explain this parable to us.’ Then he said, ‘Are you also 
still without understanding? Do you not see that whatever 
goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into 
the sewer? But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from 
the heart, and this is what defiles. For out of the heart come 
evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false 
witness, slander. These are what defile a person, but to eat 
with unwashed hands does not defile.’ 
 

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre 
and Sidon. Just then a Canaanite woman from that region 
came out and started shouting, ‘Have mercy on me, Lord, 
Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.’ But he 
did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged 
him, saying, ‘Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.’ 
He answered, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel.’ But she came and knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord, 
help me.’ He answered, ‘It is not fair to take the children’s 
food and throw it to the dogs.’ She said, ‘Yes, Lord, yet even 
the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.’ 
Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, great is your faith! Let it 
be done for you as you wish.’ And her daughter was healed 
instantly. 

Talk: Revd. David 
This bible passage is an odd one isn’t it? Jesus being rude, 
or churlish or just offensive. It doesn’t sound like the Jesus 
we know, or perhaps the Jesus we want. On the one hand 
the disciples come to Jesus and ask him whether he 
knows the Pharisees have taken offense at what he said 
about dietary theology (or should that be theological 
diet???)…of course he knows! He knows everything. He 
knows alright. So if he knows does he not care?  Does 
Jesus not care that he has caused offense? I suspect that 
is more like it. We are aware that Jesus knows that not all 
people will be saved because not all people will love Him 
or know Yahweh. Just a few verses earlier in this same 
Gospel, in Matthew 13: 47 et seq Jesus says that the 
kingdom is like a fishing net – some good fish are kept, 
some bad are released. Jesus might care that he offends, 
but he accepts it as an occupational hazard: if you’re 
offended by Jesus, hard luck. It is still what it is (as an 
aside, this is still the case today which is why we see so 
often that Christianity is hated and hunted – in China, in 
North Korea, in the old Soviet Union, in parts of India, 
Pakistan, in almost all Muslim countries. The words of 
Jesus are so loving but unequivocal that many people find 
them offensive.  Offended by love and grace!!! As the 
Americans would say, “go figure”). 
 

But I digress. Jesus offends the Pharisees. Hard luck he 
seems to say. Yet the disciples don’t understand the 
depth of this. Then, just as he is resting and perhaps 
reflecting - or more likely just waiting for the next 
teaching opportunity – a Canaanite woman comes and 
talks to him. The woman is asking favours of Jesus, 
spiritual help for her daughter - she is asking for a miracle 
no less from this healer she has heard of. Now, 
realistically, the disciples might think, it’s not going to 
happen because she is an outsider to the Jewish faith, she 
is not religiously clean, she eats the wrong food both 
physically and spiritually. But this situation does seem like 
a set up for another of Jesus clever teaching methods 
because for this to be other than a set up we would have 
to accept that Jesus likes being deliberately rude and 
offensive – which we could do if the preceding example 
of behaviour with the Pharisees is anything to go by -  but 
I do not accept that. It would be most out of character for 
Jesus to be dismissive and offensive to someone just 
because he could. 
 

So what’s the set up?  Why does he call the woman a dog?  
We have heard that Canaanites were often referred to as 
“dogs” by Jews, as way of suggesting they were not really 
clean. I don’t know whether that was offensive – in the 
way the phrase “dirty Jew” might be offensive, or 
whether it was just light hearted in the way we might say 
“oh that’s not kosher!” is light hearted. And for now it 
doesn’t matter, because I don’t think the conversation 
was about dogs at all.  A few moments earlier the disciples 
had seen Jesus suggest that the Pharisees were the 
architects of their own downfall and that wasn’t his 
problem, then they asked for clarification…lo and behold, 
here it comes! 



I like to think that what happened next was done with a 
twinkle on both Jesus’ eyes and the woman’s! This was, 
as we might say, a bit of banter. Let’s contextualise 
it…Jesus has just said that it doesn’t matter what you 
physically eat.  If it is from God, it is good…so eat it.  Don’t 
let a human decide what bit of God’s offering is good and 
which not good enough. If it’s good enough for God, it’s 
good enough for mankind. 
 

Then Jesus moves it onto a higher plane: the blind leading 
the blind, some will not come to God, they won’t enter 
the kingdom. It’s not just about food, but spiritual stuff as 
well.  It’s about knowing God.  But the way this has played 
out leaves the disciples thinking, perhaps, that the word 
of God isn’t meant for everyone.  If Jesus is happy to leave 
out the Pharisees, maybe he will leave out others too.  
Maybe only the good and righteous Jews are to be 
included? 
 

Well, food is a good metaphor so here comes the woman.  
‘Lord, help my daughter.  Give me some of your theology’. 
A non-Jew wants Jewish theology. ‘No’, says Jesus…’ my 
food is only for the righteous Jew.  I was sent only to the 
House of Israel’. Jesus harks back to the food laws. 
Now, this is what the disciples thought he was saying after 
the episode with the Pharisees. They thought the lesson 
they had been given was that the Grace of God was 
exclusive given to certain people just as some people only 
eat certain foods. ‘No, says Jesus…my food is only for the 
righteous Jew. My food is on the table and only certain 
people are invited to eat. You don’t set the table then let 
the dogs on it do you?’ Jesus is being naughty and clever 
here – he is using a colloquial term for the Canaanites, 
yes, but he is also bringing in the idea of family and wider 
love. Dog lovers will instantly get this of course, and see 
immediately where it is going. I have so often been told 
off by my wife for doing exactly what happens next… 
 

‘No, Lord, says the woman, you don’t let the dogs on the 
table…but you do feed them under it!’ The woman takes 
Jesus’ joke, develops it and hands it back as a punch line.  
And she is right of course…the dogs are under the table.  
And why are they under the table?  Because they are 
family. Any household with dogs knows that. We don’t let 
dogs on the table because they can’t handle a table, they 
don’t know how it works and they would spoil it for 
everyone.  But they are allowed beneath it. 
 

We give dogs under the table the food they need - our 
food, shared food, the same food – in a way they can use 
it.  To let a dog on the table would be bad for us and bad 
for them.  We must serve ourselves and our dogs in a 
manner which is good for the recipient.  One size does not 
fit all. 
 

I suppose we could dig even deeper and say that Jesus 
was saying something about relative gratitudes too… who 
is more deserving, a sniffy picky human sat at the table 
who leaves half the good food just because they can or an 
ever-hungry and grateful Labrador sat beneath it ready to 
Hoover up whatever comes it’s way?  

I like to think Jesus then smiles and looks at the woman 
as he says something like ‘ha ha, well done. Okay, your 
daughter is healed!’. Jesus had no intention of insulting 
the woman, nor of letting her daughter suffer, I am sure, 
he just needed to make a point for his disciples to see 
because they hadn’t quite grasped the previous contact 
with the Pharisees. 
 

The point is this: the grace of God, the gifts of God, really 
are for all of us. The only people excluded from the 
banquet of heaven are those who exclude themselves.  
This message has implications for us, today.  It requires us 
to keep loving, to keep sharing and to never ever stop 
telling people that the Grace of God is for them as well.  
But it is also for US, for all of us, and sometimes when we 
feel down or unloved and that God isn’t with us we need 
to stop and remind ourselves that  God is always present 
– it is we that are sometimes absent. 
 

Prayers 
Loving God, we thank you that you welcome us to your table, 
just as we are, wherever we are from. May our homes and 
our churches be places of generous welcome and hospitality 
to people of all ages and backgrounds. 
Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 
 

Loving and wise God, you see the purposes of our hearts and 
know us better than we know ourselves. Teach us to love 
those who are different to us and to see them through your 

eyes. Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 
 

Loving, wise and compassionate God, you look in mercy on 
all those who cry out to you. May we be channels of your 
grace to all those who are in need, and advocates for all who 

fail to be heard. Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 
 

Loving, wise, compassionate, and healing God, hear our 
prayers for those who seek renewal of body, mind or spirit. 
We pray for those known to us, those who pray alone, and 
those who feel unworthy of asking for prayer. 
Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 
 

O God, whose arms are wide and whose table is vast, thank 
you for counting us worthy to sit and eat with you. May we 
accept your invitation and feast in your Kingdom. 
This we ask in the name of Jesus. Amen.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Closing prayer 
Eternal God, our beginning and our end, be our starting 
point and our haven, and accompany us in this day’s 
journey. Dawn on our darkness, open our eyes to praise 
you for your creation and to see the work you set before 
us today. Take us and use us to bring to others 
the new life you give in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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