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Welcome   
By Debbie McIsaac 

 
The Prayer for the Day 
Almighty God, 
who sent your Holy Spirit 

to be the life and light of your Church: 
open our hearts to the riches of your grace, 
that we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit 

in love and joy and peace; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Gospel 
Matthew 14.22-33 

Immediately after feeding the crowd with the five loaves 

and two fish, Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and 
go on ahead to the other side, while he dismissed the 
crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went 

up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, 
he was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by 
the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against 

them. And early in the morning he came walking towards 
them on the lake. But when the disciples saw him walking 
on the lake, they were terrified, saying, ‘It is a ghost!’ And 

they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to 
them and said, ‘Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.’ 
Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, command me to 

come to you on the water.’ He said, ‘Come.’ So Peter got 
out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came 
towards Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he 

became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, 
‘Lord, save me!’ Jesus immediately reached out his hand 
and caught him, saying to him, ‘You of little faith, why did 
you doubt?’ When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 

And those in the boat worshipped him, saying, ‘Truly you 
are the Son of God.’  

Talk 
Peter, joining Jesus in walking on the water is one of my 
favourite passages in the New Testament. It is a passage 
which gets to the very heart of faith, of trusting in Jesus in 

our lives, of taking a risk, a chance, of answering a call with 
all its seeming dangers.  In short, it is a metaphor for how 
we should live as Christians in a world so full of dangers. 

Let’s look at the passage, though in the whole.  This scene 
follows on from those we have been hearing over the last 
few weeks – the parable of the sower, the parable of the 

weeds and all those other short parables; the feeding of 
the five thousand.  Jesus has been busy teaching to vast 
numbers of people who have been following him around 

wanting to hear more and more from him following his 

teaching at the Sermon on the Mount.  He is like a modern 
day “pop idol” and it is clear that he is becoming weary 
and needs some recharging of his batteries, both physically 

and spiritually.  

We therefore find him, at the beginning of the passage 
dismissing his disciples and sending them on their way to 

the other side of the Sea of Galilee whilst he has some 
quiet time away from them and everyone up a mountain 
praying to his Father.  This is the first of the important 

revelations for us – even Jesus in human form needed 
some R and R and also needed to commune with his 
Father through prayer. We like Jesus need to take this 
example and first and foremost ensure that we are in a 

good place ourselves. 

For a second time we then read that the boat carrying the 
disciples is being battered by waves on the lake.  People 

who have visited the Holy Land have told me that even 
today massive storms can suddenly spring up on this inland 
lake due to winds funnelling down the Jordan and that they 

can be terrifying. Again it seems that the disciples are 
fearful because they are still far from the shore and if you 
have ever been in a sailing boat you will know how difficult 

it is to reach land if the wind is against you.  It requires 
much skill at tacking and can add many miles on to your 
journey.  This is presumably what the disciples were doing 

when a ghostly figure comes walking towards them across 
the turbulent waves.  It must have really added to their 
fear thinking that perhaps their time was up!   

Then suddenly they hear a familiar voice and a reassurance 
not to be afraid. Jesus doesn’t appear to admonish them as 
seemed to be the case in the earlier story of his calming 

the storm.  Perhaps the disciples now, at long last, realised 
the strength and power of Jesus in being able to command 
the winds and the waves. In fact Peter has such bravado 

that he invites Jesus to command him to get out of the 
boat and walk towards him.  Once again, Peter seems to 
be putting on a bit of show to try and show the others 
that his faith is so strong.  

Jesus responds by beckoning him saying “come”!   I have a 
wonderful vision of Peter suddenly getting cold feet at 
having his bluff called.  I am sure that would be me! So 

Peter, having made his declaration steps out of the boat 
and finds himself able to walk on the surface of the lake.  I 
am sure he was shocked and surprised possibly to the 

extent that suddenly he thinks about what he is doing, 
realises the waves are still turbulent and starts to sink.  
Suddenly his faith is put in doubt by the circumstances 

surrounding him.  Surely it’s not possible, it goes against 
nature and the waves are truly dangerous. 

Jesus catches him, puts a reassuring arm on Peter’s 

shoulder asking him why he had such little faith and doubt.  
The disciples are reassured that they have been re-united 
with Jesus and are reminded that he is the Son of God. 

Don’t we all sometimes feel and act like Peter?  This story 
also illustrates and foretells Peter’s denial of Jesus too on 
Good Friday morning.  When the going gets tough Peter’s 

faith and loyalty evaporates.  Jesus knew this in advance 
but Peter’s intentions were always good.  Peter being a 
fisherman would have known the Lake and its weather 

systems well.  In going out to great Jesus on the water he 
would have known the dangers.  At first he put everything 
to the back of his mind and simply followed Jesus’s calling.  



All was fine and he achieved what he really wanted to do – 

walk on the water with Jesus. Only when he let his mind 
start to question the logic of what he was doing did he 
start to sink. 

We ourselves must learn from this.  Not to blindly follow 
but to have the faith that when we are called we will be 
protected by the one who calls us and we will never be 

called upon to do something which is not possible. Faith is 
about believing and obeying.  We will then be able to walk 
forward and not sink. As our faith grows, like the mustard 

seed, so we too may be called to greater and seemingly 
more impossible things. The message is simple - Have faith 
and grow.   

Prayers  

Dearest Lord, we find ourselves facing daily challenges just 
to lead what we perceive to be our normal lives. Help us 
to appreciate that your hand is still at work in all that 

surrounds us. You are guiding us and supporting us 
through every minute of the day. Like the disciples, we 
must put our faith and trust in you and when we feel that 

we are sinking we only have to reach out to you and you 
will save us. You are there; just as you were yesterday and 
will be tomorrow and every day. 

Lord in your mercy,  Hear our Prayer. 

We give thanks O Lord for all the wonderful gifts you have 
given us; the beauty of your creation that surrounds us 

here in the Clarendon Team: we are blessed indeed as we 
have wonderful gardens and beautiful countryside to rest 
our eyes upon and to find solitude from all the problems 

of the world around us.  We pray today for all those who 
are not so fortunate; those living in crowded inner cities, 
those in refugee camps, those in areas ravaged by poverty 

and war. They must feel they are being tossed around on 
turbulent seas and may never set foot on safe ground 
again. Be with them Lord, fill them with hope and your 
Spirit. We pray that all those in government and power do 

not turn them into a forgotten people whilst they 
concentrate on problems in the first world; we are your 
people and we owe a duty of care to all on this earth. 

Lord in your mercy,  Hear our Prayer. 

With the easing of the Covid restrictions we are able to 
see family and friends again but only a limited way and we 

must remember some are still shielding and feeling 
isolated. It is still a difficult time for those who are sick and 
those who are bereaved; be with them Lord, strengthen 

their spirit and wrap them in your love. We give thanks for 
all those who are going the extra mile for others, be it 
neighbors, volunteers, healthcare workers, they have all 

answered your call. 

Lord in your mercy,  Hear our Prayer. 

And we pray for the coming week, the chance to start 

each and every day afresh with love and joy in our hearts; 
to grow in our faith and draw ever closer to you and 
become the true people of God.   

Merciful Father 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son,  

our saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 

And now we can offer up those prayers on our hearts as 

we say together the words of the Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Closing Final Prayer  
 

God our Father  

we share together the blessing of your presence; 
give us in this life, knowledge of your truth 
and in the world to come, life everlasting  

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

Be in peace and love and serve the Lord. Amen 
 


