
Sunday Worship  
in the  

Clarendon Churches 
19th July 2020 

6th Sunday after Trinity 
 

 
This Service can be found with sound 

and video at  

https://ClarendonCofE.org/200719 

Welcome  Revd Jane 
 
The Collect 
 

Merciful God, 

you have prepared for those who love you 

such good things as pass our understanding: 

pour into our hearts such love toward you 

that we, loving you in all things and above all things, 

may obtain your promises, 

which exceed all that we can desire; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Gospel 
Read by Rosemary Griffiths 

 Matthew 13.24-30,36-43  

Jesus put before the crowd another parable: ‘The kingdom 

of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good 

seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy 

came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went 

away. So when the plants came up and bore grain then the 

weeds appeared as well. And the slaves of the householder 

came and said to him, “Master, did you not sow good seed 

in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?” 

He answered, “An enemy has done this.” The slaves said 

to him, “Then do you want us to go and gather them?” But 

he replied, “No; for in gathering the weeds you would 

uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow 

together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the 

reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles 

to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.”’ 

Then Jesus left the crowds and went into the house. And 

his disciples approached him, saying, ‘Explain to us the 

parable of the weeds of the field.’ He answered, ‘The one 

who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the field is the 

world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; 

the weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy 

who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the 

age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are 

collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end 

of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they 

will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all 

evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of 

fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom 

of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!’  

Talk  Revd Beth 

When you read a novel, are you the sort of person who 

wants the suspense and surprise of the last page without 

any spoilers along the way, or are you the sort of person 

who peeps at the last page, unable to wait patiently for the 

climax of the story to be revealed? As a child I would often 

have a little peep, and then be really annoyed with myself 

that I had spoiled the surprise. 

As Jesus tells the parable of the weeds, and also the more 

familiar parable of the sower which precedes it in Matthew 

13, he takes his listeners on a journey before arriving at 

the punchline. In the parable of the sower, there are so 

many pitfalls for the seed along the way, before the 

pleasant surprise of the seeds that fall on good soil and 

produce a hundredfold. In the parable of the weeds, the 

unhealthy weeds have an unexpected stay of execution for 

a season, before finally being cast off. In both of these 

parables we would lose the opportunity for so many 

questions if we went straight to the conclusion. For 

example, why should that which is ultimately unfruitful, 

take goodness from the soil along the way? If the parable is 

a metaphor of God ultimately having the victory over evil, 

why does he wait? So many questions to grapple with, but 

maybe the growth is in the grappling and in acknowledging 

the presence of the weeds, rather than in the answers. 

We might ask ourselves if we are the sort of person who 

longs for conclusions, completed tasks and decisions made, 

or if we thrive on the journey of getting there: the 

learning, the trial and error, the debates. And how do we 

journey together as Church if some of us measure growth 

and harvest by arriving at the destination, and others 

measure it by all that we discover along the journey? 

In the life of the Church we often hear the challenge to do 

fewer things, but to do them better. But we don’t always 

know which things are of God, and which things are not. 

It’s rather like the challenge of discerning the wheat from 

the weeds. 

When lockdown came upon us so suddenly, for a brief 

moment it was as if both the wheat and weeds of ministry 

had been pulled up. Nothing remained. But very quickly 

the Church discerned those things which needed to 

continue and grow. Creative ways of offering worship 

soon emerged. Pastoral care became so much more vital 

and meaningful. Other things, though, were allowed to 

stop or pause. 

We are now discerning which things need to stand tall like 

the wheat, and which things will only provide a harvest of 

weeds. We can’t necessarily make that distinction as 

quickly as we would like. We might have to let both take 

root again, for a season, before recognising which really 

does produce the harvest that God desires. We will need 

to trust that God journeys with us as we grapple with 

those questions of discernment. 

As Christians, although our goal and destination is 

heavenly, the journey through life is full of weeds. We 

encounter evil in a number of ways: through the deeds of 

others, through unjust systems and structures in society, 

and through personal temptation. Despite those weeds, if 

we are rooted in God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, they 

will not overwhelm us. There will be growth in the 

grappling, and the journey will be as fruitful as the 

destination. 



Prayers  Revd Simon 
 

Lord God you showed us how to grow as Good Seed in 

your world. Help us to discern your purpose for our lives 

this day. Help us to be rooted in God, Father Son and 

Holy Spirit, that as we grow, we may know your heavenly 

love now in this world, and by your grace when our 

journey is over to shine like the sun in your heavenly 

kingdom. 

Lord hear us, 

Lord graciously hear us. 

We pray for our world:- 

We give thanks and pray for those who have responsibility 

for others: for leaders and governments, for advisors and 

policy makers, give then wisdom, compassion and a clarity 

of mind, and especially at this time, an understanding of the 

common good. 

We especially pray for those areas of the world that are 

struggling with the pandemic; where health systems are 

barely coping, or leadership breaking down, bring peace 

and healing. 

Lord hear us, 

Lord graciously hear us. 

We pray for the church: 

We pray for each of our Clarendon Church, that they may 

be beacons of hope in our communities; we give thanks for 

our PCC members, and all those who give so much to 

each church. 

We pray for our Bishops: for Nicholas, Andrew and 

Karen, for our Archdeacon Alan and all who work at 

church house. Fill your whole church with your Spirit, 

guide us and lead us in the days ahead that we may be the 

church you would have us be. 

Lord hear us, 

Lord graciously hear us. 

We pray for those who are sick or suffering in body, mind 

or spirit; praying for those on our church prayer lists, 

those known to us, and those with acute needs; 

bring them wholeness and healing this day, that they may 

soon pass this time of uncertainty in their lives. 

Lord hear us, 

Lord graciously hear us. 

We pray for those who have died, their families and 

friends; bring comfort to all those who grieve and a 

knowledge of your love. 

Lord hear us, 

Lord graciously hear us. 

In this last week of term for our schools we pray for our 

primary schools; For Whiteparish, Alderbury and West 

Grimstead, Pitton and Winterslow. We give thanks for our 

governors, our heads and all teachers as they plan for their 

summer break. 

We especially pray for those in year six and all leaving 

their schools without the usual traditions; bring them 

peace and confidence in the days ahead. 

Lord hear us, 

Lord graciously hear us. 

And finally, we pray for ourselves; 

A moment of silence for you to ask God for your present 

needs knowing that God hears … 

Lord you know our hopes and our dreams; meet us in the 

centre of our need this day, help us be the people you 

would have us be, to be fruitful in your eyes, and thankful. 

Lord hear us 

Lord graciously hear us 

And together we pray the words of the Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever.   

Amen. 

Blessing  
 

May the love of the Lord Jesus draw you to himself, 

the power of the Lord Jesus strengthen you in his service, 

the joy of the Lord Jesus fill your hearts, 

and the blessing of God Almighty 

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 

be among you and remain with you always   Amen. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ.  Amen. 

 


