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Sunday 16th August  -  Eleventh Sunday after Trinity
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Tuesday 18th August
9:15am Informal Prayers (Pitton, St Peter's)
3:00pm-4:30pm Tea and Chatter (Pitton, St Peter's)
Wednesday 19th August
11:00am Ministry Team Meeting (Team)
Friday 21st August
9:00am Morning Prayer (Winterslow, All Saints)

Each week we have an Eco Tip for the Congregation from the EcoChurch group:
This Week’s Eco Tip: Heatwaves

    From https://arocha.org.uk
Whilst the heatwaves are coming and going across the UK, the 
reality is that we will have many more extreme-weather periods in 
the months and years ahead due to climate change. So while there 
is a real danger to wildlife in times of drought and dryness, it can 
also be a chance for us to make sure life continues in abundance.
So what can we do to ensure nature has a chance in these dry and 
hot times? Here are some of our top actions for wildlife. 
▶ Make sure you have a supply of water for birds and insects. 
Water stress is one of the biggest killers of wildlife during drought. 
Put a dish of water out and you will help to keep all kinds of wildlife 
hydrated. Insects, small mammals, birds and even badgers, foxes 
and deer will benefit. Putting a stone in a plant saucer will help bees 
to drink without drowning. 
▶ Don’t forget to continue to supply food for wildlife. Drought can 
mean that grains dry up faster and insect numbers reduce, so 
wildlife relies on us for extra support. Hedgehogs struggle to find 

invertebrates when the ground is dry, as worms move 
deeper down. Why not put out some hedgehog food too? 
Make sure it’s from a reputable source like the RSPB shop.
▶ Keep your bushes unpruned. Creating shaded areas will help 
reduce your garden’s temperature, slowing the effects of drought. 
▶ Make sure you keep fruit trees well watered – with a can not a 
hose. Don’t waste water trying to keep grass alive – instead, focus 
your attention on flowering and fruiting species. This will help to 
keep a food source for pollinating insects and for birds and other 
animals. 
▶ Adding mulch around trees, shrubs, and plants in your garden 
helps retain soil moisture, reduces watering needs during drought 
and improves soil health. Use organic mulch like grass cuttings, 
wood chips or straw, spread two to three inches deep and 
avoid direct contact with plant stems.

We hope these top tips will help to create a 
resilient landscape in these challenging times.
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Sunday 16th August
8:00am Early Eucharist (Winterslow, St John's)
11:00am Methodist Service (Pitton, St Peter's)
11:00am Joint Parish Eucharist (Farley, All Saints)

N��� S�����
Sunday 23rd August
11:00am Joint Parish Eucharist (Winterslow, All Saints)

F�� ���� P������ ���� W���:
Please pray for those who are sick including:

Jan Cook, Rosemary GrifÏths, Cynthia Sanders
And pray for the family and friends of those who have recently died
Please contact Simon if you would like someone prayed for.

Our next ‘Going Deeper in Faith’ group 
will be in the Team OfÏce on 

Wed 2nd September at 7��.
We will be engaging in 'Christian Mindfulness'

All  Welcome

Team Service in August
Sunday 30th  is a 5th Sunday of the month and we meet together 

at Alderbury for our Team Service at 10am
It is good to be together on the bank holiday weekend.

As you plan your events in our churches do make sure they are in 
the on-line church diaries

at https://ClarendonCofE.org/calendar
If it is, then others in the church and team  will know

about it through ChurchConnect. Matthew 15.10-28

Simon will be on Family Holiday from the 
15th till the 29th August. Do contact the ofÏce, 

or other team clergy during this time.



16 August 2026 - Eleventh Sunday after Trinity 

Readings NRSV © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ, USA – Other Material: © The Archbishops' Council 2000 

The Collect 

O God, you declare your almighty power 

most chiefly in showing mercy and pity: 

mercifully grant to us such a measure of your grace, 

that we, running the way of your commandments, 

may receive your gracious promises, 

and be made partakers of your heavenly treasure; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

First Reading 

Isaiah 56.1,6-8 

 Thus says the LORD: 

  Maintain justice, and do what is right, 

 for soon my salvation will come, 

  and my deliverance be revealed.  

   

 And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 

  to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 

  and to be his servants, 

 all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, 

  and hold fast my covenant –  

 these I will bring to my holy mountain, 

  and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 

 their burnt-offerings and their sacrifices 

  will be accepted on my altar; 

 for my house shall be called a house of prayer 

  for all peoples. 

 Thus says the Lord GOD, 

  who gathers the outcasts of Israel, 

 I will gather others to them 

  besides those already gathered.  

Second Reading 

Psalm 46 

1  God is our refuge and strength, ♦  

 a very present help in trouble; 

2  Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, ♦  

 and though the mountains tremble in the heart of the sea; 

3  Though the waters rage and swell, ♦  

 and though the mountains quake at the towering seas. 

4  There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, ♦  

 the holy place of the dwelling of the Most High. 

5  God is in the midst of her; 

 therefore shall she not be removed; ♦  

 God shall help her at the break of day. 

6  The nations are in uproar and the kingdoms are shaken, ♦  

 but God utters his voice and the earth shall melt away. 

7  The Lord of hosts is with us; ♦  

 the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

8  Come and behold the works of the Lord, ♦  

 what destruction he has wrought upon the earth. 

9  He makes wars to cease in all the world; ♦  

 he shatters the bow and snaps the spear 

 and burns the chariots in the fire. 

10  ‘Be still, and know that I am God; ♦  

 I will be exalted among the nations; 

 I will be exalted in the earth.’ 

11  The Lord of hosts is with us; ♦  

 the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

Gospel 

Matthew 15.10-28 

Then Jesus called the crowd to him and said to them, ‘Listen and 

understand: it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a 

person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.’ Then 

the disciples approached and said to him, ‘Do you know that the 

Pharisees took offence when they heard what you said?’ He 

answered, ‘Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted 

will be uprooted. Let them alone; they are blind guides of the 

blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into 

a pit.’ But Peter said to him, ‘Explain this parable to us.’ Then he 

said, ‘Are you also still without understanding? Do you not see 

that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and 

goes out into the sewer? But what comes out of the mouth 

proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. For out of the 

heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, 

false witness, slander. These are what defile a person, but to eat 

with unwashed hands does not defile.’ 

Jesus went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. A Canaanite 

woman from that region came out and started shouting, ‘Have 

mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by 

a demon.’ But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples 

came and urged him, saying, ‘Send her away, for she keeps 

shouting after us.’ He answered, ‘I was sent only to the lost 

sheep of the house of Israel.’ But she came and knelt before 

him, saying, ‘Lord, help me.’ He answered, ‘It is not fair to take 

the children's food and throw it to the dogs.’ She said, ‘Yes, 

Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their 

masters’ table.’ Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, great is your 

faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.‘ And her daughter was 

healed instantly.  

Post Communion Prayer 

Lord of all mercy, 

we your faithful people have celebrated that one true sacrifice 

 which takes away our sins and brings pardon and peace: 

by our communion  

keep us firm on the foundation of the gospel 

and preserve us from all sin; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  


